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Prolonged Lactation Periods. 


By R. G. Linton, M.R.C.V.S., 
Dept. of Hygiene, Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. 


It is common knowledge that lactating animals may have 
unusually long lactation periods between pregnancies, 
provided that stimulus to the mammary gland is continued. 
For example, it is known that women can produce milk 
for two years and Pfaundler (1) refers to some Indian 
tribes that nurse for two to twelve years, and states that 
some Eskimos can continue to give milk for fourteen to 
fifteen years, though, as Heineman says, these cases are 
probably extreme, and that the actual lactation period 
is much shorter. It is a matter of some interest to know 
the maximum time that cows can continue to give milk, 
that is, in any appreciable quantity. Ernst (2) says that 
if no reimpregnation takes place the lactation period 
may last longer than normal, ‘ even from one to two years, 
although not to an unlimited extent.” 

Cows are occasionally found, especially in city and 
suburban cowsheds, that have been giving milk for more 
than twelve months, and with the view to studying the 
composition of the milk from these continuous milkers 
the writer has been obtaining samples when available with 
the intention of publishing the analyses at a later date, 
but the recent publication in the Field (3) of the photograph 
of a remarkable cow has led to the issue of this preliminary 
note. 

The photograph was of the cow “‘ Daphne,”’ the property 
of Mr. H. Moseley, Old House, Lodsworth, Petworth, 
Sussex. The Field stated that Daphne was twenty-three 
years old, and that though she had not bred a calf since 
1917 she was still being milked regularly ; the question was 
asked if this was a record performance, Though,as one now 
knows, the duration of her lactation period has been 
surpassed, the performance is sufficiently remarkable to 
merit publicity. 

** Daphne ”’ was a cross-bred cow, and when Mr. Moseley 
went to live at Lodsworth in 1907 she was a yearling, 
the property of the late Col. Hollist, who had arranged 
with Mr. Moseley that ‘‘ as Daphne had been a good faithful 
cow she should not go off the place alive.’’” Unfortunately, 
Mr. Moseley had to leave the farm, and accordingly 
‘“* Daphne ”’ was killed on March 22nd, 1929. A sample of 
her milk was obtained for analysis the day before, but 
unhappily some of it was lost and a complete analysis 
of the milk ash was not possible. Daphne received no 
special feeding or treatment except, one may well imagine, 
a sympathetic and kindly attention. She lived ‘ chiefly 
on roots and hay all her life, besides being turned out in 
green fields.”” She was giving between three and four pints 
of milk daily up to the time of her death. Unfortunately, 
the total yield of milk for this remarkable lactation period 
is not known, but it is possible to be informative as regards 


some at least of the constituents of the milk, as is shown 
in Tables I and IT. 

While the history of ‘‘ Daphne ”’ was being written up, 
a worker in this department, Mr. W. Scott, M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M., heard of a cow near Kendal, Westmorland, with 
an even longer milking record. He visited this animal 
and obtained samples of her milk for analysis and also the 
following details of her performance. 

‘Old Jersey”’ is a pedigreed Jersey cow, at least twenty 
years old. She was bought for £8 on March 6th, 1915, by 
Mr. Wm. Hartley, Lamfit House, Cleveleys, Blackpool, 
who lent her to Mr. G. E. Canon, ‘‘ Eagle and Child ’’ Hotel, 
Staveley, Westmorland, at the end of 1915, where she has 
been ever since. ‘‘ Old Jersey’ calved in June 1914, 
and though she has been served since then she has never 
become pregnant. She has had an unbroken lactation 
period since she calved fifteen years ago, and at present 
she is milked twice daily, and is giving about seven quarts 
of milk a day. ‘‘ Old Jersey”’ is turned out to grass 
every fine day, summer and winter, and for concentrated 
food is given four pounds of ground oil cake and a pound 
and a half of Uveca (flaked maize) daily. The composition 
of her milk is detailed in the Tables. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. E. J. H. Sewell, M.R.C.V.S., 
Senior Assistant Veterinary Officer, Edinburgh, and Mr. 
J. N. Ritchie, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Veterinary Officer 
for the County of Midlothian, the writer was shown a 
nine-year-old cross-bred Friesian cow, in an Edinburgh 
cowshed, that had been giving milk for two years and 
eleven months, and another nine-year-old cow, an Ayrshire, 
also in an Edinburgh cowshed, that had been milking 
continuously for four years. 

Monvoisin(4) quotes Orla Jensen’s record of a Simmen- 
thal cow with a lactation period of twenty-nine months, 
and refers to a first-calving Normandy cow with a con- 
tinuous milking period of three years. 

A study of the tabular recorgs will show that the milk 
from cows that continue to secrete milk for unusually long 
periods, without having the benefit of a dry period for 
rest and recuperative purposes, does not become poor in 
quality, even though the lactation period may last for 
fifteen years. Both ‘“‘ Daphne ” and “ Old Jersey,” except 
for the length of their milking periods, led natural lives. 
The Edinburgh cows had been kept shut up in city byres, 
under conditions not generally regarded as being conducive 
to the maintenance of a high standard of health, yet though 
the manner in which these particular cows were kept 
differed widely, in that the city cows had not the benefit 
of grazing and direct sunlight, they all continued to secrete 
milk of very good quality. In each case these records have 
confirmed the knowledge that the percentage of solids and 
of butter-fat tends to increase with the advance of the 
lactation period. es 

It is surely remarkable that neither the percentagefof 
total ash nor of any of the ash constituents, so far as they 
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Taste I. 
Time Daily | Percentage Composition. 
Cow Age since yield | 
Calving in lbs. | Protein.| Fat. |Lactose.| Ash. Solids 
Normal on | 3-39 | 3-68 | 494 | -72 | 12-73 
Cross-bred Friesian ... one 9 yrs. 2 yrs. 20-6 _ 404 | 3-16 5-10 -76 13-06 
11 mths | | 
Mixed milk above herd... — | 407 297 4-78 76 12-58 
Ayrshire sled ok soe] 9 yrs. 4 yrs. 9 | 3-63 4:20 | 4-61 72 13-16 
Daphne ” 23 yrs. 12 yrs. 4to5 5:30 6-50 | 4-02 -82 16-64 
* Old Jersey ” | at least 15 yrs. 18 | 3-99 4-37 5-09 83 14-28 
| 20 yrs. | 
Simmenthal (Orla Jensen) ... ? 19 mths. 13-6 4-45 6-10 4-39 ‘79 15-84 
26 mths. ? 3-71 | 640 | 4-77 | -80 | 16-09 
29 mths. 9-1 | 3-41 6-46 4-38 = =16-46 
Normandy (Monvoisin) os | Ist calf. 1 yr. 11-28 4-30 4-49 4-70 68 14-42 
” vee! 2 yrs. 9-6 } 
TABLE IT. 
The percentage of some of the Ash Constituents in the Milks. 
| | 
Cow. TotalAsh. Cl, CaO MgO | | 
| | 
Normal tke om: | 15 014 225 00014 06 
Cross-bred Friesian ... ose -76 ‘09 149 036 224 00016 03 
Mixed milk of above herd... ...|.—-76 -10 154 016 215 | -00028 04 
“Daphne” ... ose ose oes 82 08 188 — 
“Old Jersey ava | ‘07 147 027 247 03 


have been determined, should fall below the normal after 
twelve and fifteen years’ uninterrupted milk secretion, 
and that the animals should remain in perfect health. 
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Royat VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


_ At the Annual General Meeting held on Monday of last 
week, Lt.-Col. Sir Merrik R. Burrell, Bart., C.B.E., Flood- 
gates, West Grinstead, Horsham, Sussex, was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Governors in succession to the 
late Lord Northbrook. 

Viscount Lascelles, Lord Daresbury, Lt.-Col. Sir Merrik 
R. Burrell, Bart., Sir Walter Gilbey, Bart., and Lt.-Col. 
Sir Archibald Weigall were elected Vice-Presidents of the 
College. 


YORKSHIRE Division, N.V.M.A. 


Mr. S. Sharp, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Assistant Veterinary 
Officer, West Riding County Council, has been appointed 
Hon. Secretary of the Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., in 
succession to Mr. T. C. Hall, M.R.C.V.S., Knaresborough. 


SurrE Horst SECRETARY. 


Mr. A. G. Holland has been appointed secretary of the 
Shire Horse Society in succession to the late Mr. A. B. 
Charlton. He has been associated with the society for 
thirty years, and took a clerkship in the office shortly after 
leaving school. For many years he was one of Mr. Charl- 
ton’s chief assistants, and on the death of Mr. Wickison, 
five years ago, was made assistant secretary. One more 
fully acquainted with the work of the Shire Horse Society 
and of its Stud Bock could not therefore have been selected 
for the post. Mr. Holland is to continue also in the post 
of secretary to the Sussex Herd Book. 

The Shire Horse Council also appointed as its assistant 
secretary Mr. M. R. Leather, who has been a member of 
the secretarial staff since the war. 
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Proressor J. F. Craig, M.A., M.R.C.V.S., M.R.I.A., 


Principal, Royal Veterinary College, Ballsbridge, Dublin. 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 1929-30. 
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Professor JAMES F. CRAIG, M.A., 
M.R.C.V.S., M.R.IA. 
President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


There can be no possible doubt that the whole 
veterinary profession will acclaim the election of 
Principal James Ferguson Craig to the Presidential 
Chair of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and those who know Professor Craig best will most 
realise his special qualifications for the honour thus 
conferred upon him. The Past President (Dr. J. 'T. 
Share Jones) in bringing forward his name for election, 
very excellently summed up the views of his colleagues 
of the Council in stating that ‘his calmness, his 
unfailing courtesy, his generosity of thought and his 
well-balanced judgment are essential characteristics 
of those who would occupy this position successfully.” 

The election will, we are sure, give great satisfaction 
to our colleagues in the Irish Free State, as it indicates 
our desire to retain our close and cordia! relationship 
with them. Moreover, it occurs at a_ peculiarly 
appropriate time, when the negotiations between the 
College and the Free State are about to be brought toa 
satisfactory conclusion. To Professor Craig belongs 
much of the credit for the tactful handling of what 
might have been a difficult situation, and it will be 
a fitting climax to his work if the agreement is ratified 
during his term of office. We hope the new President, 
however, will regard his election not only as an 
eloquent gesture and token of goodwill and friendship 
to the Irish Free State, but primarily as an indication 
of the very high esteem and affection in which he is 
held by all ranks of his professional brethren. 

Professor Craig was born at Hardgate, Dumbarton- 
shire, and receiving his primary education at the 
local schools, he gained a county scholarship and 
entered Glasgow University, where he graduated 
M.A. in 1898. He entered the Glasgow Veterinary 
College the same year and passed his first and second 
professional examinations there—each with first-class 
honours. He then proceeded to the Royal Veterinary 
College, London, for his third and final years, passing 
both examinations with honours. The medals and 
honours he gained during his college career are too 
numerous to specify. On qualifying as M.R.C.V.S, 
in 1902 he was appointed Tutor at the Royal Veter- 


inary College, London, and the next year, 1903, he 
was appointed Professor of Anatomy at the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland, Dublin. In 1908 he 
was elected to the Chair of Medicine and Parasitology, 
and in 1919 he became Principal of the Veterinary 
College of Ireland, which position he still occupies 
with distinction. 

Principal Craig is a Vice-President of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, a member of the Royal Irish Academy, Past 
President of the Veterinary Medical Association of 
Ireland, and a member of Council of the Royal 
Zoological Society of Ireland. His contributions to 
veterinary literature are very numerous and include a 
revision of Fleming’s *‘ Text-book of Veterinary 
Obstetrics,’ and sections in Wooldridge’s ‘ En- 
cyclopedia of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery,” 
and in Wallis Hoare’s ‘System of Veterinary 
Medicine.” 

We heartily congratulate Professor Craig on the 
high honour bestowed upon him, and with all our 
members we wish him a very successful term of offices 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Special and Quarterly Meetings of Council. 


PRINCIPAL CRAIG ELECTED PRESIDENT. 


A special meeting of the Council, R.C.V.S. was held at 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, July 5th, 
1929, with Dr. SHARE JongEs, President, in the Chair. 

The following members of Council were present :— 
Major J. Abson, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Lt.-Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank, Prof. J. B. Buxton, Messrs. J. H. Carter, 
J. Clarkson, J. C. Coleman, Prof. J. F. Craig, Major G. W. 
Dunkin, Prof. 8. H. Gaiger, Prof. F. T. G. Hobday, Messrs. 
J. Holroyd, R. Hughes, W. S. King, G. H. Livesey, 
G. H. Locke, Sir John M’Fadyean, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, 
Prof. J. Macqueen, Mr. G. P. Male, Major-Gen. Sir John 
Moore, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Mr. H. Sumner, Col. G. K. 
Walker, Prof. A. W. Whitehouse, Mr. J. Willett, Prof. G. Hs 
Wooldridge, and Lt.-Col. T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
circulated, were taken as reafl and confirmed. 


SLECTION OF OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT. 

Dr. SHARE JonEs: Gentlemen, the Nominations 
Committee has met, and its members atthorise me to 
bring before you their recommendation. In accord- 
ance with that unanimous recommendation, it is my 
pleasure to move the election of Principal Craig, of Dublin 
to this Chair for the ensuing year. (Applause.) The 
Committee had no doubt whatsoever in its collective mind 
or in the mind of any individual of it, as to the manner 
in which this name would be received by this Council. 
The name is put forward with the highest possible motives. 
One reason which was taken into consideration was the 
fact that there is developing very rapidly a feeling of 
extreme friendship as between the Irish Free State and 
this country, and it is felt that a step such as this will be 
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an important one in cementing that relationship, and that 


it represents on our side an extension of the hands of | 


fellowship to our brethren across the Irish Sea, indicating | 


a breadth of view which I feel sure will commend itself to 
them. 


But it is not alone on that ground that we submit this 
name to you. On personal grounds there is not a shadow 
of doubt in the mind of any member of Council as to the 
extreme fitness of our friend and colleague, Principal Craig, 
to occupy this office. (Hear, hear.) His calmness, his 
unfailing courtesy, his generosity of thought, and his well- 
balanced judgment are essential characteristics of those 
who would occupy this position successfully, and in pro- 
posing his name I feel sure I am proposing one on behalf 
of the Committee which, as I said, will meet with your 
unanimous approval and even with your approbation. 
I move with pleasure. 

Mr. CoLtEMAN: May I have the great pleasure of 
seconding this resolution. I welcome more than I can tell 
you our having a President from the Irish Free State. 
I am sure Principal Craig will make a most capable 
President. (Applause.) 

The PresipENT: Is there any other nomination? If 
not, I will put Principal Craig’s name to you. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

(Principal Craig was then invested with the Regalia of 
office and inducted into the Presidential Chair amid the 
hearty applause of the members of Council.) 

Dr. SHARE Jones: Principal Craig, in congratulating 
you, I feel that we must also congratulate ourselves. 
In investing you with the Regalia of this office I am confi- 
dent that the position could not possibly be in safer 
keeping and that its prestige and dignity will be maintained 
at the highest possible standard. (Applause.) 

The PreEstpEnt (Principal Craig): I find it very difficult 
to express in fitting terms my great thanks for the very 
kind and flattering way in which Dr. Share Jones and Mr. 
Coleman have proposed and seconded my nomination to 
this high office, and for the unanimous manner in which 
you gentlemen have carried it. I regard it as a very 
high honour which you have within your power to bestow 


_upon one of your members. I was very reluctant, when 


the matter was first mentioned to me, to allow my name 
to go forward as a candidate for this position, knowing 
full well my shortcomings ; but when it was represented 
to me that this honour was intended not so much’ as a 
personal compliment—(‘‘ No, no”’)—but rather as an 
eloquent gesture and as a token of goodwill and friendship 
which the Council wished to extend, through me, to the 
Irish Free State, I fully considered the whole question 
and decided to place myself entirely in the hands of the 
Council. I know that the compliment will be highly 
appreciated and give great satisfaction to the Irish Free 
State, and also to the members of the profession 
there. The honour comes at a peculiarly appropriate 
time. I am assured that the verbal agreement come to 
between this College and the Irish Free State will soon be 
ratified, and that the necessary legislation will be intro- 
duced and passed in the autumn of this year to give full 
effect to that agreement. (Applause.) I realise that the 
high office with which you have invested me carries not 
only great privileges but also correspondingly great 


responsibilities, and I hope that I will be able to merit 
the trust you have reposed in me. I feel sure that I can, 
like my predecessors, rely upon you for a generous measure 
of assistance and support, and also for great forbearance, 
so that the work of the Council and of the profession will 
be carried out efficiently and expeditiously. Gentlemen, 
I thank you. (Applause.) 


VicE-PRESIDENTS. 


Major Anson: Mr. President and gentlemen, I rise to 
propose the names of our outgoing President (to whom it 
naturally falls to become Vice-president) and Sir John 
M’Fadyean as Vice-presidents. No words are required 
from me to recommend this proposition to you. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Professor BrapLEY: I should esteem it a very great 
privilege if you would allow me to second the proposition 
made by Major Abson. Like him, I think no words are 
needed to recommend these gentlemen to you. 

The PreEsipENT: I am sure we all agree with what has 
fallen from the lips of Major Abson and Professor Bradley. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 


Votre or THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT. 


Colonel BrirTLEBANK : I feel sure the Council would not 
like this opportunity to pass without expressing its grateful 


i thanks to Dr. Share Jones for his conduct in the Presiden- 


tial Chair during the past year. It is not necessary for 
me to make a long speech on this matter. Dr. Share 
Jones’ work has been evident to all of us. He has through- 
out the year lived up to the best tenets of all the past 
presidents. I need say no more than that. But I would 
like to add that Dr. Share Jones leaves the Chair having 
the full confidence and thanks of every member of this 
Council. I move that the best thanks of this Council be 
accorded to Dr. Share Jones for his conduct in the Chair 
during the past year. (Applause.) 

The PresipEntT: I second that resolution. We are 
greatly indebted to Dr. Share Jones for what he has done 
for the College and for the profession during the past year. 

The motion was carried with enthusiasm. 

Dr. SHARE Jones: Colonel Brittlebank, Mr. President 
and gentlemen, I am indeed grateful to you, Colonel 
Brittlebank and Mr. President, for your kind words, and to 
you my colleagues for the kind way in which you have 
received them. All i can say is that I do not think there 
has been the slightest disagreement either between the 
members or between the body and the Chair throughout 
the year. That would not have been possible without 
the complete co-operation of the members of the body over 
whom one is called upon to preside. To me the year’s 
work has been a supreme delight, and I shall always look 
back upon the year of my occupancy of the Presidential 
Chair of this body as the happiest year of my life. 
(Applause. ) 


HonorARY TREASURER. 


The Presipent: The next business is to appoint an 
Honorary Treasurer. I understand that Major Abson has 
been prevailed upon again to accept that position. (Hear, 
hear.) We could not have a better man. It is unnecessary 
for me to say anything more than that. I hope he will 
remain with us for many years to act in this capacity. 
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I propose that Major Abson be elected as Honorary 
Treasurer. 

Professor Buxton: I have very great pleasure in 
seconding your proposal. We have been told by past 
treasurers that this annual election of the Treasurer is 
one of the jolly little farces in which we love to indulge. 
I believe it is true, but I hope it will be long continued. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

Major Anson : Mr. President and gentlemen, I return you 
my heartfelt thanks for my re-election to this post. I 
sometimes think it is time I made way to some younger 
member, but if it is your wish that I should carry on for 
another year I am in your hands, and I will certainly do 
my best, as I have hitherto done. I hope I shall have a 
peaceful year. My lot has not been a bed of roses since I 
first took up the position of Treasurer, but I have the 
satisfaction, when I look round this building, of seeing 
something that has been accomplished. (Hear, hear.) 
That does not always apply where money has been expen- 
ded. I have heard it mooted that we have spent money 
foolishly in all these beautiful alterations which have 
been made. I do not think it is true. Personally, I do 
not regret anything we have spent, but the time has come 
when I am going to draw the purse-strings close, and any- 
one who attempts to spend any more money, for the next 
year at all events, will find that he has me to contend with. 
I thank you very much for my re-election. (Applause.) 


SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


The PRESIDENT: The next item is a purely formal one, 
namely, the re-appointment of our Secretary and Registrar. 
We always associate, and have done so for the last 22 years, 
the name of Dr. Bullock with this post—(Hear, hear),— 
and I hope it will be many years before we have to think 
of another name. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

The PRESIDENT: I am-happy to say, Dr. Bullock, that 
you have been re-appointed Secretary and Registrar. 

This concluded the Special Meeting of Council. 


Quarterly Meeting. 

The Quarterly Meeting of Council was held immediately 
after the Special Meeting of Council, the same members 
being present. 

The minutes of the previous Quarterly Meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Obitua:y. The Registrar reported the list of members 
deceased since the last quarterly meeting. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


(1) Letters of apology for absence from Mr. Trevor 
Spencer, Dr. Sheather and Mr. McKinna. 

(2) From the Leather Sellers’ Company asking for the 
nomination of a representative of the college on a proposed 
Warble-Fly Committee. 

The Secretary: The letter arrived too late for 
me to submit it to the Parliamentary Committee, which 
would have dealt with it in the ordinary way, and, as it is 
urgent, I bring it before the Council. 

The PRESIDENT expressed the opinion that this was a 
question in which the profession was directly interested, 
and he, or his nominee, was appointed as the Council’s 
representative. 


(3) From Sir John M’Fadyean, in reply to one sent to 
him on the instructions of the Annual General Meeting :— 
‘** Dear Dr. Bullock,—I am much obliged for your letter 
of the 7th inst., and I shall be glad if you will inform 
the President that I am deeply grateful for the condolence 
of those present at the Annual General Meeting in my 
present great bereavement. Yours faithfully, (Signed) 
Sir John M’Fadyean.”’ 

The Secretary: There are two letters which were 
submitted to the President before the Annual General 
Meeting, which have to be reported to the Council. They 
are from Mr. Gofton and Mr. Alfred West, resigning their 
membership of the Council. After the reading of the 
letters, Dr. SHARE-JONES said : I am sure we all feel a sense 
of regret at losing these two colleagues who have served 
this Council for so long, and I beg to move that we place 
on record our appreciation of the services which they have 
rendered to the Council, and through the Council to the 
profession. Steps were taken by our Secretary at once 
to ask these gentlemen to reconsider their decision, but 
he was unsuccessful, and the only course left was to accept 
their resignations. 

Colonel BrirTLEBANK : I beg formally to second that 
proposition. 

The PrestpEnt : I should like to support the proposition. 
Although Mr. West was a comparatively young Councillor, 
his counsel was wise, and he took a very active part in the 
proceedings of this Council. The work of Mr. Gofton will 
live after him. Personally I am extremely sorry to learn 
that he is unable to remain with us. 

The proposition was put and carried unanimously. 

(6) From Mr. West, dated 5th June, in reference to his 
membership of the Registration Committee of the Worship- 
ful Company of Farriers as a representative of the Council. 

The Council would remember, said the SECRETARY, 
that the Worshipful Company of Farriers requested the 
Council to nominate a member to serve on the Registration 
Committee of the Worshipful Company, and that Mr. West 
was appointed. Mr. West had received a notice of a 
meeting to be held in September next dealing with the 
question of registration, and he asked that some other 
Member of Council might now take his place as representing 
the College on the Registration Committee of the Worship- 
ful Company of Farriers. 

Mr. McInrosH: I beg to move that Mr. Willett be 
appointed a delegate in the place of Mr. West. 

This was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Wi.uettT: I thank you. 

(7) The SEcrRETARY submitted a report by Sir John 
Moore, dated 24th May, and a covering letter, on the 5th 
International Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy. 
The Secretary added that the actual report on the work 
of the Congress, and papers presented, had been published 
in the Veterinary Record, and he presumed the Council 
would take it as read. He had to state that Sir John 
Moore had given to the College a copy of the programme 
and daily events, and a file of papers which would be 
useful for the library. 

The Prestpent: You have heard read the letter from 
Sir John Moore. He acted as our representative at the 
5th International Congress of Military Medicine and 
Pharmacy. I propose that the best thanks of this Council 
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be given to Sir John Moore for acting as our representative. 

and also for writing for us a report of the proceedings. 
Prof. Buxton : I have great pleasure in seconding that. 
The motion was carried with acclamation. 


ReEportTs OF COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 
Major Simpson read the report as follows, and moved 
its reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee was held at the College, on Friday, 5th July, 
1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The Treasurer submitted his Quarterly Financial State- 
ment, showing a balance in hand of £158 8s. 5d. and 
liabilities amounting to £234 lls. 6d. The Treasurer’s 
Statement was approved and he was ordered to pay the 
liabilities shown. 

The Secretary submitted reports on seven members 
in arrears with payment of Annual Fees and was instructed 
as to the action to be taken. 

The following report of the Sub-Committee on Insurance, 
dated 6th June, 1929, was received and adopted :— 

At a meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee held at the 
College, on Thursday, 6th June, 1929, Colonel P. J. 
Simpson was elected to the Chair. 

It was resolved that Colonel J. W. Brittlebank be 
co-opted a member of the Sub-Committee. 

The report of the Valuers was considered, from which 
it appeared that the insurable value of the building was 
£12,000, and that it would be necessary to provide, in 
the event of the building being destroyed by fire, for 
Architects’ fees, one year’s rent of offices, and for 
replacing the stained-glass windows. 

It was resolved that a fire insurance be effected, and 
the building insured with the Car and General Insur- 
ance Co., at the rate of Is. 6d. per cent. 


Building eee one £12,000 
Architects’ Fees... 720 
Qne Year’s Rent... 280 
Stained-Glass Windows ... 250 

£13,250 


The question of value of the contents of the building 
was considered. It was resolved: (a) That the sum of 
£5,000 be recommended as the value to be given to the 
contents, exclusive of the oil paintings in the Council 
Room. 

(6) That a fire insurance be effected on the whole of 
the contents as far as household and personal effects, 
the property of the College or the housekeeper, fixtures, 
fittings, safes, pictures, printed books, drawings (no 
one printed book, picture, print or piece of sculpture to 
be deemed of greater value than £70), and other con- 
tents, excluding the property specified in the items next 
following, :— 


On portraits of— 
T. Turner... ose wee £150 
Prof. W. Dick 150 
Sir J. M’Fadyean ... obo 100 
Prof. J. McCall 100 
Prof. G. Fleming ... itis 100 
Prof. W. Williams ... de 100 
Sir F. Fitzwygram ... one 100 


(c) That the Secretary be instructed to communicate 
with the Car and General Insurance Co., with a view to 
an agreement being reached as to the exact sum for 
which it would be proper to insure the above, and, in 
consultation with the President and Treasurer, to enter 


into the necessary agreement. 


The Sub-Committee appointed to consider the cost of 
examinations reported that by the courtesy of Mr. H. 
Quiggin, M.R.C.V.S., of the London, Midland and Scottish 
Railway, a considerable saving would be effected in 
the provision of horses for the London Centre, and that 
Messrs. Harrison and Barber had kindly promised to 
assist in the provision of horses for operations. 

It was resolved—-(a) That the report be approved; (b) 
That the best thanks of the Committee be recorded to 
Mr. Quiggin and Messrs. Harrison, Barber & Co. for their 
generous assistance ; (c) That the Committee be re-appoint- 
ed with a further remit to enquire generally as to whether 
further economies can be effected in the carrying out of the 
examinations ; (d) That Prof. Buxton and Mr. J. Willett 
be added to the Sub-Committee and that they be given 
power to co-opt other members. 

The Secretary repo~-d the resignation of two clerks 
and the appointment or two others in their place. 

It was resolved that the action of the Secretary be 
approved and the appointments confirmed. 


Mr. WILLETT seconded the motion, which was carried. 
EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Prof. Buxton read the following reports of three 
meetings of the Examination Committee held on July 4th, 
moving the reception and adoption of the first two reports, 
and the reception of the third report :— 


Ordinary Meeting. 

The minutes of the previous mecting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

A letter was received from the University of Malta, 
asking whether the Ist and 2nd years’ Academic Course 
for the degree of M.D. for the University of Malta, would be 
recognised as qualifying for exemption from the Ist year’s 
course under Byelaw 62. The consideration of the matter 
was deferred pending the receipt of evidence as to the 
standard of the examination referred to. 

The report of the Honorary Associates Sub-Committee 
was received and adopted. 

The Secretary reported that Doctor W. H. Andrews 
found himself unable to act as examiner in Physiology at 
the July examination, but that the President had appointed 
Doctor G. A. Buckmaster to act in his stead. The action 
of the President was approved. 

The Secretary reported that an entry for the Fellowship 
examination had been received, but that on the Thesis 
(No. 69) being submitted to the examiners, they had 
reported that the Thesis did not reach Fellowship stan- 
dard. The report of the examiners was approved. 

Concerning the D.V.S.M. examinations :—(a) A report 
was received from the Chairman of the Board of Examiners 
stating that at the examination held in Edinburgh from 
the 17th to the 2lst June, 1929, eighteen candidates pre- 
sented themselves, of whom nine were successful. The 
examiners recommended that it was desirable that the 
rejected candidates should take a further course of at 
least six weeks’ instruction. The report of the examiners 
was approved. 

(6) An application was received from a rejected can- 
didate to be allowed to sit for re-examination at the 
D.V.S.M. in December next, provided that he secures 
admission to a course in the necessary subjects at the 
University of Edinburgh. 

It was resolved: (1) That it be left in the hands of the 
President and Chairman to arrange for an examination 
for the D.V.S.M. in December next, if considered desirable 
by them; (2) That the applicant be informed that the 
further course of instruction required to be taken must be 
obtained at an affiliated college. 

(c) An application was received from a final year student 
for permission to sit for the D.V.S.M. examination in June, 
1930, in the event of his passing his final examination in 
December next. The application was not acceded to. 

Educational certificates Nos. 3341-3345 and 3348-3351 
were submitted and approved. 
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An application was received from the holder of a Diploma 
in Agriculture, granted by the West of Scotland Agricul- 
tural College, Glasgow, for admission to the veterinary 
course, under Byelaw 62. The consideration of the matter 
was deferred for further information. 

It was resolved to recommend that the following dates 
be fixed for examinations during the forthcoming ses- 
sion :— 

(a) Membership. Commencing dates: Friday, Decem- 
ber 6th, 1929, and Monday, July 7th, 1930. 

(6) D.V.S.M. Commencing date: Thursday, June 
13th, 1930. 


Special Meeting No. 1. 

Communications fom the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, dated 21st March and 19th June, were con- 
sidered with regard to the question of the eligibility of the 
holders of veterinary qualifications obtained in the self- 
governing Dominions, for admission to the Colonial 
Veterinary Service. The Secretary was instructed as to 
the reply to be sent. 

A letter was received from Mr. H. B. Hamilton, Bachelor 
of Veterinary Science, University of Toronto, requesting to 
be informed of the reason for refusing his application to be 
registered as a Colonial Practitioner under Sect. 13 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act. The Secretary was instructed 
as to the reply to be sent. 

Special Meeting No. 2. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The draft report of the Committee on the revision of the 
curriculum as circulated to the Council, was considered, 
and was approved for submission to Council. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK seconded the motions, which 


were carried unanimously. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

The SEcRETARY read the reports of two meetings of the 
Registration Committee as follows :— 

No.1. Non-members. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The following cases against non-members were con- 
sidered :— 

2074, P.D.S.A. A report of the deputation to St. 
James’s Palace was submitted, and it was resolved— 

(a) That the report be approved. 

(6) That the general question be referred to the special 
Sub-Committee at a meeting to be held on Friday, 5th 
July, 1929, at 12 noon. 

2215, Crocker, W. H. Using title ‘‘ Ex-Vety. Sergt.” 
‘“* Horse, Cattle and Dog Doctor.” The Solicitor reported 
that a prosecution had been instituted in this case and a 
conviction obtained with a fine of £4 4s. Od., including 
costs. 

2225, Name removed from Register. Signing certificates. 
The Solicitor reported that in the absence of sufficient 
evidence he had, in consultation with the Secretary, 


refrained from instituting a prosecution, but that the 


matter was still being watched. 

2395, Riley, J. Use of title. The Secretary reported 
that an improper entry in the local telephone directory 
had now been amended. 

2280, Horrocks. Use of title. In the absence of fur- 
ther evidence, this case was ordered to stand over. 

N.1. Bromell, T. Son of former registered ‘‘ Existing 
Practitioner.” Using labels marked “ Veterinary Sur- 
geon.” This case was ordered to stand over for further 
evidence. 

N.2. Champneys, E. H. 8. Appointed as Veterinary 
Surgeon to the Borough of Hythe, Kent. Correspondence 
with the Town Clerk was submitted and the matter was 
left in the hands of the Secretary. 

N.3. Using title ‘“‘ Veterinary Surgeon.” It was 
resolved that a prosecution be instituted in this case if 
sufficient evidence is obtainable. 


N.4. ‘“ Veterinary Chemist.” It was resolved that a 
prosecution be instituted in this case if satisfactory evi- 
dence is obtainable. 

N.5. Blott, A. R. Using title. A report from the 
police and an apology from this person were received and 
the case was struck out. 

N.6. Bartlett, C. J. M. Using title ‘*‘ Registered Prac- 
titioner.” A satisfactory explanation and undertaking 
were received in this case. 


UsE oF THE TITLE SPECIALIST.” 


The question of the propriety of members of the College 
describing themselves as “‘ Canine and Feline Specialists ” 
was considered. 

It was resolved to recommend that the Council expresses 
its strong disapproval of the use by members of the title 
Specialist,” such as ‘‘ Canine and Feline Specialist.” 


No. 2. Members. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The following cases concerning members were con- 
sidered :— 

2281, Boyd, J. McK. This member appeared, as in- 
structed by the Committee at its previous meeting, to 
produce to the Committee satisfactory evidence in the 
form of written testimonials or personal evidence as to his 
good conduct, he having been found guilty by the Com- 
mittee at its meeting on 12th April, 1928, of the following 
offences :— 

(1) Covering and meeting in consultation an unqualified 

practitioner. 

(2) That he had been convicted of being drunk while in 
charge of a motor car, with a fine and the suspension 
of his licence. 

There was also before the Committee a further charge 
that, since the date of the previous meeting, Mr. Boyd had 
been convicted of being drunk in charge of a motor car, 
with a fine of £20 and the suspension of his licence. 

Mr. Boyd admitted the second conviction. He sub- 
mitted a letter from a client stating that he had not known 
him to be under the influence of drink during the past 
three months. Mr. Boyd was questioned as to any other 
evidence he could submit with regard to his conduct since 
the previous meeting, especially in view of the further 
conviction of being drunk in charge of a motor car. He 
was then asked to retire. 

The Committee considered the answers given by Mr. 
Boyd, and it was resolved— 

(a) That the Committee find the second conviction 

proved. 

(b) That they are not satisfied with the evidence sub- 
mitted by Mr. Boyd as to his good conduct since the 
previous meeting of Council. 

(c) That the Committee recofhmend that the name of 
Mr. J. McK. Boyd be removed from the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 

2375, Timoney, T. M. Conviction on false pretences. 
Information was received to the effect that this member 
was now in Canada. The matter was, however, deferred 
in accordance with the resolution at the previous meeting 
until October next. 

2383, Advertising. A satisfactory explanation was 
received. 

2387, Conduct. Correspondence in this case was 
submitted, showing that this member, who had 
accepted instructions to examine a horse and report, had 
failed to submit his report, to the consequent detriment of 
the party employing him. The explanation of the member 
was not considered satisfactory and the Secretary was 
instructed to ask for a definite reply to the question why 
he did not submit a duplicate report when required. 

2393, Alleged contravention of the Pharmacy Act. This 
matter was reported to be in the hands of the Pharmaceu- 
tical Society. 

2401, Alleged touting for practice. It was resolved that 
there was no case. 
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2400, Meeke, A. V. Advertising. An undertaking was 
received in this case which was accepted, but the Secretary 
was instructed to warn the member against a repetition 
of the offence. 

2402, Publication of articles on diseases of cattle ; 
recommending treatment and remedies. The Secretary 
was instructed to communicate with this member inform- 
ing him that in the opinion of the Council such instruction 
as is given in the article submitted was contrary to the 
interests not only of the animals but of the animal owners, 
and requesting him to refrain in future from the publication 
of such undesirable articles. 

2403, Alleged touting. No satisfactory evidence was 
submitted and the case was struck out. 

2404, Alleged advertising. A satisfactory explanation 
was received in this case. 

2405, Campbell, W. W. The Secretary submitted 
correspondence he had had with this member regarding 
his decision to recommence practice in Milngavie, he having 
14 years before exchanged his practice in that town for 
another in Girvan. It was resolved that the action of the 
Secretary be approved. 

2406, Conduct. In the absence of any evidence, this 
case was struck out. 

2407, Advertisement. The Secretary reported that 
the offence had been discontinued and that a satisfactory 
undertaking had been received. 

2408, Alleged interference with the treatment of a mare 
already in charge of another veterinary surgeon. After 
consideration of letters from the complainant and the 
member, it was resolved——‘‘ That the Committee strongly 
disapproves of the action of the member in not acquainting 
the complainant of his visit and in interfering with the 
treatment of the patient.”’ 

2409, Advertising. A satisfactory explanation was 
received. 

2411, Advertising. A satisfactory explanation was 
received. 

2000, Advertising. The Secretary was instructed to 
communicate with this member requesting him to dis- 
continue the objectionable advertisement in his surgery 
window. 

A letter was received from a member requesting per- 
mission to publish in the lay press an article, explanatory 
of a special operation, to be signed with his name and 
qualification. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply that the Com- 
mittee were unable to authorise the publication of an 
article so signed. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association accompanied by reports 
received from the Divisions of the Association relating 
to the draft scheme for the provision of free treatment for 
sick animals of the poor. 

It was resolved to refer to the Special Sub-Committee 
the consideration of the reports. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES moved the reception and adoption of 
these reports. 

Prof. Buxton seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Dr. SHARE-JoNES: I beg to move that the Council 
instruct the Registrar to remove the name of John 
McKeague Boyd from the Register of Veterinary Sur- 


geons. 

Prof. Buxton : I second that. 

A vote was then taken by show of hands, and the motion 
was carried unanimously. 

Dr. SHaRE-JONES: I beg to move that the Common 
Seal of the Council be attached to the prosecution which 
was ordered in the report that has been adopted. 

Prof. Buxton: I beg to second that. 

The motion was carried. 

Prof. WootpripGe: May I ask if it follows that the 
decision of the Council in connection with the removal of 
the name of Mr. Boyd is communicated to the Press ? 
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The Prestpent: Yes, that is the usual procedure. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Colonel BrirrLEBANK read the following report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, and moved its reception and 
adoption :— 


A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee was held at 
the College on Wednesday, 3rd July, 1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

The Secretary reported that a copy of a draft Supple- 
mental Charter had been submitted to the Dominions 
Office, and by that Department transmitted to the Minister 
of External Affairs of the Irish Free State, requesting his 
observations on the proposals made for carrying out an 
agreement with regard to the establishment of a Veterinary 
Register in the Irish Free State. A letter was also received 
from the Irish Free State suggesting verbal alterations, 
which were duly agreed to. 

A draft Supplemental Charter prepared by the Secre- 
tary was submitted, and it was resolved— 

(a) That the following addition be made to Article 1 of 
the draft Charter: ‘‘ In the case of a vacancy or vacancies 
arising by any cause other than the retirement in rotation 
of the representatives of the Irish Free State, such vacancy 
or vacancies shall be filled in a manner similar to that 
provided by the 2nd Clause of the Royal Charter of 1914, 
save that the votes to be counted shall be restricted to 
those of the members residing in the Irish Free State.” 

(6) That the draft Supplemental Charter as amended be 
recommended to the Council for approval and that the 
Solicitor be authorised to take all necessary steps to submit 
a petition for the Supplemental Charter to the Privy 
Council in due course. 

The Committee on the Colours and Markings of Horses 
submitted an interim Report and it was resolved— 

(a) That the thanks of the Council be accorded to the 
Sub-Committee for the care and trouble taken in preparing 
such a complete report. 

(6) That the draft report be submitted to the various 
Breed Societies with a request that the Council be furnished 
with any suggestions that they desire to make. 

(c) That the report, together with suggestions received 
from members of Council and from the Breed Societies, be 
brought up for consideration at the next meeting of the 
Committee. 

The memorandum proposed to be submitted by a 
Deputation to the Ministry of Health with regard to 
Meat Inspection was again considered, and it was resol ved 
that the Special Sub-Committee be authorised to send a 
Deputation to the Ministry of Health if the occasion should 
arise. 

The Report of the Colonial Office Committee on Colonial 
Veterinary Services was considered and approved. 

A letter was received from the India Office regarding 
an appointment of a Director of Agricultural Research at 
Pusa, and of an Expert in Animal Husbandry. It was 
resolved 

(a) That the matter be referred to a Special Sub-Com- 
mittee with power to act. 

(6) That the Sub-Committee consist of Sir John M’Fad- 
yean, Sir John Moore, Colonel Brittlebank, Colonel Walker, 
Professor Gaiger and Doctor Sheather. 


Mr. CARTER seconded the motion, which was carried. 


LIBRARY AND PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Livesey read the following report, and moved its 
reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Library and Publications Committee 
was held at the College, on Friday, 5th July, 1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed 
as correct. 

The following report of the Library Sub-Committee was 
received and adopted : 
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A meeting of the Library Sub-Committee was held 
at the College on Monday, Ist July, 1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

The Sub-Committee considered the question of the 
purchase of back numbers of several veterinary periodi- 
cals, but resolved— 

(a) That in view of the fact that no further funds are 
available from the grant made by the Carnegie Trustees, 
no recommendations be made. 

(6) That the Sub-Committee, having fulfilled its 
functions, be disbanded. 

It was resolved—** That the hearty thanks of the Com- 
mittee be accorded to the Sub-Committee for the excellent 
service it has rendered to the Library during the past two 
and a half years.” 

The Librarian reported the purchase of a reprint of 
Stubbs’ Anatomy at a cost of Ils., and his action was 
approved. 

The Librarian reported the presentations received during 
the previous quarter, including an unpublished Report by 
Lieut.-Colonel Watkins-Pitchford, and other Reports and 
Pamphlets presented by Major-General Sir Frederick 
Smith. It was resolved. 

(a) That the thanks of the Council be awarded to the 
respective donors. 

(6) That an expression of the gratitude of the Library 
Committee to Major-General Sir Frederick Smith for his 
many generous gifts to the Library be recorded on the 
minutes of the Council, and that the Secretary be instructed 
to send to him an expression of the Council’s deep regret 
at his illness, and their very sincere sympathy. 

The Librarian was appointed delegate to the conference 
of the Association of Libraries and Information Bureaux 
to be held at Cambridge from 20th-22nd September, 
1929. 

The Secretary reported the resignation of Mr. Newby, 
which took effect on June 8th. It was resolved— 

(a) That the question of assistance for the Librarian 
be deferred for the time being. 

(6) That a small Sub-Committee, consisting of the 
Chairman, Doctor Sheather and Professor G. H. Wool- 
dridge, be appointed to deal with any matters of urgency 
arising in connection with the Library. 


Mr. ABSON seconded the motion, which was carried. 
CHAIRMEN’S COMMITTEE. 
The SECRETARY read the report as follows :— 


A meeting of the Chairmen’s Committee was held at 
the College on Thursday, July 4th, 1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

It was resolved to recommend 

(a) That the Standing Committees be elected as 
follows :—- 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE : 
The Whole Council. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE : 


Bradley, O. C. Hobday, F.T.G. Moore, J. 
Buxton, J. B. Livesey, G. H. Share-Jones, J. 
Clarkson, J. M’Fadyean, J. Spencer, T. F. 
Dunkin, G. W. Macqueen, J. Whitehouse, A. W. 
jaiger, S. H. Male, G. P. Wooldridge, G. H. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE.: 


Brittlebank, J. W. King, W. 8. Sheather, A. L. 
Carter, J. H. Locke, G. H. Simpson, P. J. 


Dunkin, G. W. McIntosh, J. W. Sumner, H. 
Holroyd. J. McKinna, J. Willett, J. 
Hughes, R. Moore, J. 


Young, T. D. 
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE : 


Brittlebank, J. W. Locke, G. H. Simpson, P. J. 
Buxton, J. B. M’Fadyean, J. Spencer, T. F. 
Carter, J. H. McKinna, J. Walker, G. K. 
Coleman, J. C. Male, G. P. Willett, J. 

jaiger, S. H. Share-Jones, J.T. Young, T. D, 


PUBLICATION AND LIBRARY COMMITTEE : 


Bradley, O. C. Hughes, R. Sheather, A. L. 
Clarkson, J. King, W. S. Sumner, H. 
Coleman, J. C. Livesey, G. H. Walker, G. K. 
Hobday, F. T.G. Macqueen, J. Whitehouse, A. W. 
Holroyd, J. McIntosh, J.W. Wooldridge, G. H. 


The President and Treasurer are ex-officio members of 
all Committees. 


(6) That notice be given that at the next meeting of ' 


Council alterations to Byelaws 45 and 46 will be sub- 
mitted, to provide that the Finance, Examination, Par- 
liamentary, and Library Committees shall, in the same 
way as the Registration Committee, consist of the whole 
Council. 

(c) That pending the due amendment and confirmation 
of these Byelaws, the Secretary be instructed to issue 
notices convening the above-mentioned Committees to 
every member of Council. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES : I move the reception and adoption 
of the report. I think it will meet with the approval of 
every member of the Council. 

Colonel BrirrLEBANK : I beg to second that. 

Mr. Witter: Arising out of the report of the Chairmen’s 
Committee, I desire to bring forward a matter to which I 
think the Council might give their serious consideration. 
I consider that those members of the Council who are 
approaching their time to take the Presidential Chair 
should be given an opportunity of occupying the post of 
Chairmen of Committees. The opportunity of presiding 
over committee meetings will fit them for the occupation 
of the Presidential Chair. I think you yourself, Mr. 
President, have never been Chairman of a Committee. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: May I rise to a point of order ? 
The election of a Chairman of a Committee is a matter 
entirely for the Committee itself, and not a matter for the 
Jouncil, 

Mr. Witietr: I only desire to bring the matter forward 
for the consideration of the Council. There are many 
members who have never been Chairmen of Committees, 
but who are called upon to occupy the Presidential Chair, 
and therefore find themselves at a disadvantage when they 
are so called upon. I am not referring to the present 
occupant of the Chair, because he has vast experience. 
I only desire to bring the matter forward for consideration. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES : The matter is entirely in the hands 
of the various Committees to appoint as Chairmen whom- 
soever they like. I doubt whether it would be wise for the 
Council to direct any committee with regard to the election 
of its Chairman. I do not think the hands of committees 
ought to be tied in any shape or form in that respect. 

The Prestpent: We will take note of your point, 
Mr. Willett. 

Mr. Wittetr: Thank you; that is all I want. 

Prof. WootpripGe: In regard to the constitution of 
committees, I recognise that the Chairmen’s Committee 
may have had some difficulty in arranging the constitution 
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of the committees, especially in view of the new members 
elected to the Council ; but I notice that in the case of 
Colonel Walker, for example, he has had an experience in 
educational matters, and I do know that he has given a very 
great amount of consideration to the curriculum question. 
Probably he would have a considerable amount to say in 
Council, when the matter comes forward, which might 
perhaps better be said in committee if it were possible to 
interchange one of the names in that regard so that he could 
be on the Examination Committee instead of one of the 
other members. I do not know whether such a thing is 
possible. 

Dr. SHARE-JonES: Prof. Wooldridge has not followed 
the report which was read, which states that every Member 
of Council will be on that Committee, including Col. 
Walker. 

Prof. WooLpR1DGcE : I apologise for my oversight. 

Prof. Wuirrxouse : Is that correct ? The passing of 
that report does not commit us to the proposition until 
the Bye-Law is made ? 

Dr. SHare-Jones : The report states that the Bye-law 
will be altered. Notice will be given immediately this 
report is passed for the alteration of the Bye-Law in 
accordance with the report, which will come into effect at 
the next Council Meeting. 

The PrestpEent: I will now put the motion that the 
report be received and adopted. 

The motion was then put and carried with one dissentient. 


ELECTION OF AUDITORS. 


Dr. SHare-Jones: I move the re-election of the two 
retiring Auditors. 

Colonel BritrLeBANK : I second that. 

The motion was put and carried. 


Dates oF FuTuRE MEETINGS. 


The Presipent: I put it to you that the Annual 
General Meeting shall be held on June 5th, 1930, and that 
Council and Committee Meetings shall be held on October 
2nd, 3rd and 4th, 1929; January 8th, 9th and 10th, 1930; 
April 3rd and 4th, 1930 ; and July 2nd, 3rd and 4th, 1930. 

The Council concurred. 

Prof. Buxton : With regard to the dates of the examina- 
tions, I beg to move the adoption of the dates mentioned 
in the report of the Examination Committee. 

The motion was carried. 


Notices oF Morion. 


Mr. Coteman : I desire to give notice of the following 
motion: “‘ That necessary steps be taken to obtain power 
to impose an intermediate punishment to those named in 
Clause 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, upon 
members guilty of offences under Clause 53 of the Bye- 
laws.”’ 

The Secretary : I give official notice that the necessary 
notices regarding alterations of Bye-laws consequential 
upon recommendations of the Examination and Registra- 
tion and Chairmen’s Committees will be placed on the 
notice board to-day, and will be circulated to the Council 
in due course. 


OTHER MATTERS. 


The PrEsIDENT : I want, under ‘‘ Other Matters,”’ to do 
what I should have done at the beginning, and that is to 
welcome here the new Members of Council. (Applause.) 

That finishes the business of the Quarterly Meeting. 

Special Meeting. 

A Special Meeting of the Council was then held, at which 
the same members were present as at the previous meetings. 

The SEcrETARY read the Minutes of the previous meeting, 
which were taken as read and confirmed. 

Prof. Buxton : I beg formally to move the consequential 
alterations of Bye-laws standing in my name on the Agenda, 
as follows :— 

To alter Bye-laws 102 and 103 to read as follows :— 


Bye-law 102. 

The Thesis shall be submitted to a Special Committee 
appointed by the Examination Committee, who shall 
(a) decide the section or sections into which the subject- 
matter of the Thesis falls, (b) select two or more Examiners 
from the recognised list to whom the Thesis shall be 


submitted for examination and report. 


Bye-law 103. 

In the event of the Examiners’ recommending the 
acceptance of the Thesis, the candidate may be required 
to present himself at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons or at such other place as may be determined, to be 
further tested either orally or otherwise at the discretion of 
the Examiners in that branch or those branches of Veter- 
inary Science to which the subject of the Thesis belongs, 
but it shall be within the discretion of the Examiners to 
recommend the rejection of the candidate without such 
further test. Each Examiner shall make a separate report 
to the Examination Committee on his examination of the 
Thesis, and on any further examination of the candidate. 
In case the examiners shall, upon examination of the 
Thesis and of any other contribution or contributions to 
the advancement of veterinary science submitted by the 
candidate, hold the same to be generally or specifically of 
such excellence as to justify the exemption of the candidate 
from any further test, the Examiners shall set forth the 
fact in their report, giving the grounds for their recom- 
mendation, and the Examination Committee shall have 
power in such case to exempt the candidate from any 
further test. 

Alteration to Schedule I. To insert in Paragraph I (c) 
after the words ‘“‘ The Senior Certificate Examination of 
the Central Welsh Board,” the following :— 

‘“‘ Certificates granted on the results of the above 
examinations are recognised provided that the candidate 
has at not more than two examinations attained a pass with 
credit in English in Group I, at least one language in 
Group II, and in Mathematics in Group III.” 

Jubilee Memorial Prize. To amend Rule I of the Rules 
for the award of the Jubilee Memorial Prize :— 

In line 2 omit the words “ since the date of the previous ”’ 
and insert in place thereof the words “ within the four 
years preceding the date of the.” 

To amend Rule 13 by the substitution of “£140” for 
** £100.” 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The proceedings then terminated. 
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Tribute from Irish Colleagues to Professor Craig. 

Professor J. F. Craig, M.A., Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College, Ballsbridge, Dublin, who has been 
elected President of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, was entertained to luncheon by members of his 
profession at the Royal Hibernian Hotel, Dublin, on July 
19th. Mr. James Doyle, Blackrock, presided, and there 
was a large attendance, which included Mr. P. J. Hogan, 
Minister for Agriculture ; Dr. Hennessy, T.D.; Mr. W. 
Field; Mr. J. H. Norris, Chief Veterinary Officer to the 
Department of Agriculture; Professor Buxton, Messrs. 
Shave, Bowes, Hughes, Hicks, Imrie, J. J. O'Connor, M. A. 
Sexton, White, T. G. Browne, McKenzie, Kerney, G. T. 
Dunne, W. Chambers, Reid Dawes, Maitland, Bosworth, 
Mottam, Howard, Lamb, F. C. Mason, 8. Conway, Dr. 
Landon, Mr. Woods, Dr. Bayley Butler, Mr. Healy, Dr. 
Stafford Johnson, Dr. Andrews, Mr. Harris, Mr. C. Patrick, 
Mr. James Dodd, Mr. C. M. Griffin, Mr. Freeman, Mr. D. 
Kellett, Major McMenamin, Mr. A. O’Dea, Mr. F. Downey, 
Mr. L. Magee, and Mr. E. W. Little. ~ 

Mr. P. J. Hogan, Minister for Agriculture, responding to 
the toast, ‘“‘The Irish Free State,” said that all were 
delighted to see such friendly relations between members 
of the veterinary profession in both countries. They 
appreciated that very much, because it was absolutely 
necessary that this country should establish the very best 
veterinary and social relations with the other country. 
When it was suggested that Professor Craig should be 
elected President of the RoyalCollege of Veterinary Surgeons, 
he (Mr. Hogan) regarded it as a very high compliment, 
firstly to the profession in this country, and secondly to 
Professor Craig himself. (Applause.) ‘‘ I want,” he said, 
““to assure the veterinary profession on the other side 
that we regard this as another mark of the good-will which 
has been consistently bestowed upon us by the veterinary 
profession on the other side of the Channel.” (Applause.) 
Professor Craig was a sensible man, and a distinguished man 
in his profession ; and he had now become the head of the 
profession by the honour done him. The election of Pro- 
fessor Craig was a great satisfaction to the Government 
and to the veterinary profession in the Irish Free State. 
(Applause.) 

Dr. Hennessy, T.D., said that the distinction conferred 
on Professor Craig was fully merited, and might also be 
taken as a great honour to the Irish Veterinary College and 
to the Irish Free State. The relations between the members 
of the medical profession were just the same as those 
between members of the veterinary profession. The Irish 
medical colleges had made a name for themselves, just as 
their veterinary college had. The Ministry of Agriculture 
had been one of their most successful Ministries, and a great 
deal of its success was due to the Minister and to the 
Veterinary Department, in which they had highly educated 
and scientific men, who worked assiduously. 

Mr. J. H. Norris proposed the health of Professor Craig, 
and said that the profession had bestowed the highest 
honour in its gift upon him. They highly appreciated the 
kindness and the generous gesture of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons in unanimously electing Professor 
Craig as President. 

Professor Craig, responding, said that he had been over- 


whelmed by the tributes paid to him. He regarded the. 


honour not as a personal tribute, but as an honour tothe 
profession in this country. During the past few years the 
work of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had been 
increased three-fold. One of its main objects was to ensure 
that students would be able to take their places with those 
of any other countries. 

Mr. W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S., said that in 1923 they had 
foot-and-mouth disease in Lancashire and Cheshire, and an 
*$.0.8.” was sent to Ireland: ‘Can you send a few men 
to help us ?”” Mr. Hogan’s reply was to send for the Chief 
Veterinary Surgeon and to say to him: ‘‘ Choose out the 
best men in your profession and send them over to Eng- 
land.” (Applause.) 

Professor Buxton, Mr. C. Patrick and Mr. W. Field also 
spoke. 

Professor Bayley Butler, joining in the congratulations, 
mentioned the interest taken by Professor Craig in the 
animals in the Zoological Gardens.— /rish Times. 
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CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Normal Gestation following Metritis and Ovarian Cyst. 
By Davip WiLK1nson, M.R.C.V.S8., Woodford Green. 


The patience and perseverance of one of my breeder 
clients in persisting in an extended course of medical and 
surgical treatment in an unpromising case has recently 
been rewarded in a striking manner. 

The subject, a St. Bernard bitch, first came under my 
notice in May, 1928. I found her in a very collapsed 
condition with a running-down pulse and sub-normal 
temperature, accompanied by frequent spasms of pain 
and occasional vomition. She was very thin and could 
only rise with difficulty and was then only able to stand 
for a few minutes. 

The history furnished was that she had come into 
cestrum about a month before and that, instead of clearing 
up at the end of the cstral period, she had then developed 
a profuse leucorrhoa, with frequent attacks of pain, 
occasional vomiting, and rapid loss of strength and con- 
dition. She had been treated for about ten days by 
vaginal irrigation with warm antiseptic solutions, which 
increased her pain without in any way improving her 
condition. 

The abdomen was pendulous and bulging, and the visible 
mucous membranes blanched, whilst the animal’s general 
condition gave the impression of rapidly approaching 
dissolution. 

On the right side a greatly enlarged ovary could be 
distinctly palpated and gentle pressure on this gave rise 
to pain, whilst a swelling in the left side of the abdomen 
gave one the impression of the presence of a tumour. 

The case was diagnosed as one of purulent metritis, 
with a possible cystic or tumified ovary, aggravated by 
uterine colic and absorption of the purulent contents of 
the womb. In view of the pain shown on vaginal irriga- 
tion, the possibility of ulceration and danger of perforation, 
with septic peritonitis as a sequel, was pointed out and 
further irrigation forbidden. The outlook appeared 
grave and a guarded prognosis was given. 

The operation of ovaro-hysterectomy was discussed, 
but was vetoed by the owner, who did not want a spayed 
bitch, and also by myself, as the patient was in no con- 
dition to submit to a laparotomy. 

Her medical history was that she had been repeatedly 
mated with various stud dogs, but had always proved 
barren, except a year previously, when she produced one. 
weakly puppy which died an hour after birth. 

The treatment adopted consisted of the hypodermic 
injection of 2 ¢.c. camphorated oil and 1 c¢.c. pituitrin 
intramuscularly, the insertion of a Dimol pessary and the 
application of a wide, suspensory body-belt. The 
patient was warmly clothed and a feed of Benger’s food 
given every four hours. 

On the day following, a considerable improvement had 
taken place and the treatment was repeated. Thence 
forward improvement was continuous and as the patient 
was several miles away from me, and I was advised twice 
daily of her progress by telephone, I did not see her again 
for five days. The injection of pituitrin was then repeated 
and, as the dog’s appetite had returned and the vomition 
had ceased, a liberal allowance of raw meat was permitted | 
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I saw her again ten days later, when she was quite con- 
valescent. A course of tonics and liberal dietary was 
followed by a complete clearing up of all the symptoms. 

At the next cstral period, which occurred five months 
later, and which, on looking up dates of service, was found 
to be her normal time, she had a slight recurrence of these 
symptoms, commencing with the passage of large blood 
clots and followed by a purulent discharge. This time I 
was called in without delay and a single dose of pituitrin, 
followed by a course of tonics, effected a cure. 

I was then consulted by the owner as to the possibility 
of breeding from the bitch as she was the sole representative 
of a favourite strain of blood. I suggested that, as she 
came regularly in season, there might be a possibility 
of her breeding and advised an exploratory laparotomy 
to ascertain the exact state of affairs. 

To this the owner consented, stipulating, however, that 
if any incurable condition were discovered the patient 
should be destroyed whilst anwsthetised. 

The bitch was prepared for operation by a course of 
tonics, a liberal dietary, daily grooming and exercise. 

Prior to operation one grain of morphine was given 
hypodermically, followed by chloroform anesthesia. 
An incision was made in the middle line and the right ovary 
sought for and brought into view. This organ, which 
was as large as a pigeon’s egg, was found to be cystic. 
The cysts were punctured with a suture needle, the ovary 
enfolded in a wet, sterile swab and then crushed between 
the fingers and the palm of the hand. The ovary was 
then released and returned to its normal position. 

The left ovary appeared normal, but the left uterine 
horn was knitted and folded upon itself, the folds being 
adherent to one another and to the Fallopian tube, by strong 
membranous bands, the result of metritis, salpingitis and 
consequent localised peritonitis. 

These membranes were broken down by the fingers, 
the uterine horn straightened out, gently compressed and 
stroked towards the uterus with the idea of expelling any 
blood clots or retained discharges. An ounce of sterile 
liquid paraffin was poured over the viscera and the laparo- 
tomy wound closed. Recovery was uneventful. 

About the middle of April the bitch again came in season. 
The genitalia appeared quite normal, as far as could be 
ascertained, swabs taken from the vagina were sterile, 
with a faintly alkaline reaction, so she was mated with 
@ vigorous young dog. 

On June 27th, she whelped seven strong healthy pups, 
all of which are, so far, doing well. The bitch herself is in 
excellent health and condition. 


Problems. 
(CONTRIBUTED. ) 


The practitioner is constantly being confronted with 
problems the solution of which he will find in no text book, 
and it is in such cases that the more experienced man, 
with his resourceful mind, may extricate himself more 
gracefully from a difficult situation than he whose pro- 
fessional life is reckoned in months. 
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Coming almost in the latter category myself, I was 
slightly perturbed recently on being called to value a 
hunter filly dead from lightning stroke, having previously 
ascertained for the insurance company that such was the 
cause of death. The owner informed me rather mourn- 
fully that as the maximum paid by the company in such 
a case was £100, he supposed he need not value her any 
higher, although she was worth more. The company’s 
representative confidently quoted a figure about £70 less. 
In my post-mortem report I have to enter the value of the 
animal prior to death, regardless of the fact that I have 
never seen her prior to death, nor, for that matter, if I had 
seen her, am I au fait with the current price of hunter 
fillies. I think it may be safely said that the veterinary 
surgeons who are able accurately to value dead animals 
of any species in different localities are very few in number. 


Incidentally, the wealth of data required by insurance 
companies on their proposal and claim forms is 
staggering and sometimes perplexing. I shudder at 
the number of horses I have certified to be not subject 
to ‘‘ gripes’’ and laminitis. One company on its claim 
form demands the age in years an/ months, while another, 
not to be content with the date of death, must know at 
what o’clock it occurred. 


But as to problems. Some time ago I was called to a 
cow which had been calving for an unknown number of 
hours previous to my arrival. The owner, who told me 
that only lack of obstetrical instruments had caused him 
to think of calling me in, had done his worst. He had 
found both forelegs presented, but could not touch the 
head ; in order to get his hand in more comfortably, and 
to facilitate expulsion, he had cut off one leg at the knee. 
He had then worked on until stopped by exhaustion. 

By raising the hind quarters with tackle, injecting 
fluids, and drawing on the head with a hook in the orbit, 
I removed the foetus, only to find on examination that the 
uterus was hopelessly torn. Probably the broken leg had 
pierced the uterus during the withdrawal, and if such was 
the explanation I may not have been entirely blameless 
for allowing it to happen. But the problem presented to 
me in this and similar cases is, whether it would not have 
been better to refuse at the outset to touch such a case. 
Certainly on the grounds of humanity one is impelled to do 
what is possible for the suffering animal, but the position 
is a humiliating one from the veterinary surgeon’s point of 
view, no matter what the outcome, successful or otherwise. 
It is difficult in such a case to see how one can maintain 
one’s personal dignity and that of the profession. 


But the problem which more than any other harasses 
the young practitioner is “ giving it a name” in those 
conditions—and we meet with so many—where no definite 
diagnosis can be given. Will he be candid and say he 
does not know? To do so means an almost certain can- 
cellation of all further invitations, although in a man of 
more years such an admission would only be evidence of 
the extremely mysterious nature of the malady. Or will 
he plump for the stomach ? Or—what about a chill? I 
hope not the latter, as the day will surely come when he 
will be unexpectedly asked, ‘* What is a chill?’’ Rather 
the stomach—yes, catarrh of the stomach. 


And next day it has got mastitis. 
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REVIEWS. 


British Goat Society’s Year Book, 1929. 

From a perusal of the British Goat Society’s Year Book, 
it becomes obvious that this Society is a very live affair, 
under Royal Patronage and with a list of distinguished 
officers. We note that this year’s President is Mr. Holmes 
Pegler, who may be regarded as the pioneer of goat lore 
in this country, and responsible for much work in attempt- 
ing to establish the value of the goat and her milk. 

The good quality of goat’s milk, as food for babies, 
dyspeptics, consumptives, etc., have been fully recognised 
—and it seems strange that the goat has not received more 
attention from the economic and productive point of view. 

On the subject of milk, there are several articles by 
eminent scientists, who deal with the question from differ- 
ent angles, but all going to show the values of calcium, 
iodine and other factors in milk from the goat. 

These, alone, should the 
stimulate further study of an animal somewhat neglected 
in the general curriculum. 

In addition, the book includes many articles which should 
prove helpful to those who take an interest in the goat. It 
also includes one or two clever poems, and some very good 
illustrations. 
breeds and types of goats which are produced in this 
country. 

There is a very useful Table, which gives the Annual 
Summary of the yield of milk of all goat herds recording 
under the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries’ Milk 
Recording Scheme. This Table gives the different coun- 
ties in which goats are recorded, and, amongst other 
things, the maximum yield of the goats in the various 
counties, from which it is observed that in Surrey a goat 
yielded 4,343lbs. loz. of milk; in Essex a goat gave 
4,056lbs. 100zs., whilst several yielded from 2,000 up 
to 3,826lbs. 

The book can be obtained from the Hon. Secretary of 
the British Goat Society for the sum of Is. 6d., and as it 
contains 204 pages of letterpress, with numerous illus- 
strations, it is worth more than the published price. 

We should like to compliment the printers and com- 
piler on the make-up of the book, and on the fact that it 
is printed on good paper. 


interest veterinarian, and 


From the latter, one can judge the different 


(Twenty-five Years of American Medical Activity on the 
Isthmus of Panama: 19:4. 92°. Wersron P. CHAMBER- 
LAIN. Washington, D.C. The Panama Canal, 1929, 
pp. 68, with 23 illustrations and 3 maps. | 
The result of twenty-five years’ intensive work in the 

Panama Zone constitutes one of the triumphs of preventive 
medicine in modern times. This interesting treatise, 
written by the Chief Health Officer, contains a_ brief 
survey of the efforts of the Health Department of the 
Panama Zone towards the control of the various diseases 
which formerly rendered the area almost uninhabitable. 
A large part of the booklet deals, quite naturally, with the 
control of the mosquito-borne diseases--namely, malaria 
and yellow fever, but the eradication of other diseases, 
such as dysentery, typhoid fever, small pox and hook- 
worm infestations, is also considered. The efforts of the 
sanitary authorities represent an immense and painstaking 
labour. 
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From Che Veterinarian, 
January, 1829. 


London Veterinary Medical Society, November 12, 1828. 


Mr. Percivall’s valuable paper on inflammation of the 
foot, with which we have been enabled to present our 
readers in another part of this number, was discussed. 
It was acknowledged that the laminze were the usual and 
principal seats of inflammation, but that all the secreting 
surfaces of the foot were occasionally affected. In the 
inflammation of the foot so frequent on ship-board, the 
laminz were the parts principally inflamed, from the horses 
standing so long, and in shoes, and the laminwe being 
permanently elongated. At the beginning of the disease, 
there was an increased secretion of horn. It was the nature 
of inflammation to produce increased action, but when the 
inflammation had obtained a certain height, the vessels 
were no longer able to carry on the secretory process. 
The rings on the hoof which had been supposed to be 
proofs of present or recent inflammation, only indicated 
increased and irregular action. A blister round the coronet 
would always produce a ring round the foot, and even a 
hard day’s riding would occasionally produce the same 
effect. 

There was considerable dispute whether the horse was 
disposed to stand or lie down during the inflammatory 
action. Mr. Field had observed that horses would continue 
to stand for many days, when labouring under this disease ; 
others regarded his lying down as one of the symptoms 
which usually led to a suspicion of the disease. It seemed 
to be the general opinion that, even in an early stage of the 
complaint, the horse will lie down as much as he can: 
the period when he begins to lie down will depend much on 
his size.and bulk. It was denied by one gentleman that 
the horse lies down to relieve the pain which he feels ; 
and he illustrated this by our own sensations when we wear 
a tight shoe or boot: the principal agony is when we lift 
the foot from the ground, and the blood rushes into it. 
To this it was replied, that the first moment might be 
painful, but that ease rapidly succeeded ; and that it was 
a principle in all inflammation of the extremities, to lessen 
the distention of the vessels by placing the limb as much as 
possible in a horizontal position, and taking away the 
pressure of the blood. 

The separation of the hoof proceeded from the cessation 
of the secretory process of horn, and the throwing out of 
pus, by which nature often relieves vessels distended by 
inflammation. The means of cure were rest; paring the 
foot as much as possible ; local bleeding, and that from the 
cireulus arteriosus; physic, and spare dict. 

One gentleman stated that he never pared the sole, or 
bled at the toe. He sometinyes opened the radial vein, 
but bled as often from the jugular, and kept the horse 
continually moving to prevent congestion. His opinion, 
however, found no supporter. 

It was generally admitted that there was not much 
difficulty in obtaining as much blood from the toe as we 
wanted, especially if the sole was a little elevated. A 
discussion took place on the propriety of blistering the 
coronet. Some gentlemen regarded the coronary ligament 
as a continuation of membrane already inflamed, and 
feared that a stimulus applied to it might increase the 
inflammation. It was, however, the opinion of the 
majority that the practice was beneficial, not only in 
exciting irritation in a part almost contiguous, and there- 
fore relieving the surface previously inflamed, but by the 
serous effusion of the blister acting as a useful evacuant. 

The utility of pads to horses’ feet came under discussion. 
If properly applied and well attended to, they probably 
would be beneficial from the moisture they contained, and 
the evaporating process carried on, but if neglected, they 
became dry, and acted with unequal and unnatural pressure 
and were productive of mischief. One gentleman used a 


pad saturated with a tarry preparation under a leathern 
(Continued at foot of first column next page.) 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 


Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A.* 


Mr. R. Boutritour on “THE MANAGEMENT OF DAIRY 
Cows ror Hieu MiLK YIELDs.”’ 


The Quarterly meeting of the above Division was held 
at the Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on Friday, April 26th, 1929, 
the President (Mr. F. C. Scott, Pontefract) occupying the 
Chair. 

The minutes of previous meeting, as published in the 

Veterinary Record, were adopted. 

Apologies for absence were received from Professor 
Seaton, Professor McGregor, Messrs. McKinna, Clarkson, 
Campbell, Hall, Beaumont and others. 

The late Mr. George Carter.—Col. H. G. Bowes said 
there was one very sad duty that he had to perform that 
afternoon, and that had reference to the death of a very 
old friend and member of that Society, one who was very 
much respected—the late Mr. George Carter. He was 
sure that they would all wish to send their sincere sympathy 
to the late Mr. Carter’s sisters and family. 

The members stood in silence as a mark of esteem and 
respect. 

The PRESIDENT extended a hearty welcome to Mr. R. 
Boutflour, M.Sc., Department of Dairy Husbandry, 
Harker Adams Agricultural College, Newport, Salop, 
and invited him to address them on “ The Management 
of Dairy Cows for High Yields.’ In doing so, he said 
that when they heard that cows which were fit were less 
prone to disease, it was their job to know all about the 
subject, so they had secured Mr. Boutflour to give them a 
talk on it, and he trusted that they would have a fruitful 
and profitable discussion. 


Mr. Boutrtour’s ADDREss. 


Mr. R. Bourriour, M.Sc. (who was warmly welcomed), 
said, in the course of his address, that he had no veterinary 
training behind him, nor very much training on dietetics 
and nutrition. If he was concerned with cows it was 
through force of circumstances, and no desire of his own. 

There was just as much difference between a fit horse 
and an unfit horse as there was between a fit cow and an 
unfit cow. They might have a brood mare at a show 
looking an ideal animal and yet far from being a fit mare. 
A cow might look very well, but yet not be a fit cow. He 
seldom saw what he would term a fit herd of cows. When 
he first started handling cows he asked the question 
immediately, ‘‘ How does one fit a cow for her calving ? ” 
—but he could get no satisfactory answer. The answer 
he got from research stations was ‘‘ We know it should be 
done, but we have not yet experimented as to how to do 
it.” He thought, therefore, that the best thing to do was 
to start and do some experimenting. The first cows he 


* Received on 26th June. 


(Continued from previous page ) 
sole, and he found that it materially expanded contracted 
feet. Others imagined that the apparently increased 
width was merely what was produced by the process of 
growing. 


“‘ steamed up ” he put on a bean and oat ration. Without 
exception every cow, after calving, retained her after-birth. 
As a consequence, he tried another cow and “ steamed ”’ 
her up on linseed cake, but she got milk fever and died 
in spite of every precaution, and he did not repeat linseed 
cake. He came to the conclusion that, instead of heavy 
feeding causing milk fever, it was the best way to prevent 
it, and he made that definite statement now. He was 
feeding cows up to a stone or a stone and a half on con- 
centrated food, to a week before calving. None of the 
cows ever got less than 15lbs. for a fortnight before she 
calved. (Mr. Boutflour instanced cases of farms where 
milk fever had been common, but where heavy feeding 
had cured the trouble). Many farmers neglected their 
cows in the stages of pregnancy, owing to the fear of milk 
fever, but through that partial neglect the cow suffered in 
yield in lactation. They started six weeks before a cow 
was due to calf with 3 or 4lbs. concentrate. He refuted 
that. The ordinary cow would go up to about 9lbs. a 
day, and the better the cow the higher the quantity she 
consumed. He had in the shed three cows that had done 
2,000 gallons this year; they were “‘ steamed up” with 
just twice the quantity; that was up to 18 and 20, as 
against other cows getting ten to twelve. The danger of 
“‘ steaming up ’’ was the large number of people who were 
afraid to milk a cow before she calved; they had never 
milked a cow before, and they would not start it. What 
happened ? They got the udder stopped, and congestion 
of the gland resulted. Instead of “ steaming up,”’ lifting 
their cow in the following lactation by about 50 to 100 
gallons, she would probably give 500 gallons of milk less 
than she would have done if she had not been “ steamed 
up”’atall. That wasthedanger. He took an additional 
precaution in that, the day before they thought they would 
calve, the cows were drenched with jlbs. of glauber salts, 
which was repeated after calving. 

The next danger was the type of food they used for 
“steaming up” purposes. They had had trouble with 
beans and oats, and also any form of cotton. He did not 
know whether it was a coincidence or not, but they seemed 
to get a greater number of “soured ’’ cows and further 
retention of after-birth. He found the best food for 
“‘ steaming up”’ purposes was palm kernel cake; there 
was something about it which would fit a cow better than 
anything else, and there was some evidence that a cow 
cleansed much more freely and quickly after palm kernel 
cake than after any other food. 

As to the feeding of the cow when she was in milk, 
some years ago there was instituted the Kelner system of 
rations. Kelner divided the feeding of a cow into two 
branches—the maintenance ration and the production 
ration. Kelner advocated a definite maintenance ration 
for all cows and a definite production ration per gallon of 
milk. After hearing all about this Kelner ration, he 
started feeding, and rather a striking thing occurred. 
After “‘ steaming up ”’ the cows, he plotted their frequency 
curves, and these definitely suggested that there was a 
limiting factor—that so far could you go and there you 
must stop. 

If he had been able to break nearly every record of cows 
in this country it had been due to the fact that he had 
realised that one could overload a cow. It was one of 
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the most dangerous things any stock owner could do not 
to realise the necessity of control of total food. They 
must appreciate the fact that a cow lying down groaning 
was not comfortable, that she was suffering from indigestion. 
If it was not for indigestion there would not be much work 
for many of the veterinarians. Most of their labours 
were brought about by the fellow who thought his cow was 
never doing well unless she was grinding her inside out ; 
in other words, making muck rather than milk. Many of 
the troubles from which cows eventually died were, in 
his opinion, secondary to indigestion. A cow would eat 
30 per cent. more food than she could deal with if she got 
the chance, when she got 20 she would deal with it, but 
when she got 30 she would only deal with 25. He had 
seen text books, some written within the last two years, 
in which it was said ‘‘ If you feed a cow with hay the cow 
will control it.’”” More bunkum was never written ; he 
was certain that whoever made that statement had not 
watched the cow for twenty-four hours intelligently, and 
his experience was the opposite. The cow which got the 
most cake and meal would eat the most total food in the 
day—he did not say she would eat the most hay. The 
cow that they were asking to do the most work was prob- 
ably suffering the greatest from an overloaded stomach. 
To every farmer he said “‘ Your cake and meal is your beef 
and bacon, your hay is your bread.’’ A cow would not 
bring the hay down in proportion to the increase of con- 
centrates that they had given her, and the cow that was 
getting the least cake and meal would eat the most food 
in the day and would be the cow that would least efficiently 
deal with her food. They would have heard it said up and 
down the country, “‘ Oh I ration as Mr. B. tells us.” If 
they heard that, let them ask the feeder to pick up 3lbs. 
of hay, then 5lbs., and then 7lbs. and if he could not do 
that he had never one day of his life rationed cows as he 
(Mr. Boutflour) instructed. An error of 14lbs. of hay at 
a meal of a high yielding cow could mean a drop of a gallon 
of milk a day. When they saw so little control of hay 
and realised that it meant a drop in a cow of two gallons 
a day because of the non-control of hay, they would 
understand that there were thousands of cows which never 
attained within two gallons of the milk they might have 
given had their total food been controlled. There was a 
point about which they might be wondering: as they 
dropped the increased concentrates for production, they 
would drop the maintenance and get a less maintenance, 
as such. From where did they get their maintenance ? 
In the early stages, as he started to control bulk; as he 
pulled the ration down, he substituted with concentrates. 
This produced signs of over-feeding, sweats, and his cows 
had tendencies to chills, and in some cases pneumonia. 
He therefore decided that, anyway, the cow was getting 
enough food. He had to try and find where she was getting 
it. Rightly or wrongly, his explanation was that the 
3$lbs. of cake or meal which they supplied for a gallon of 
milk contained 2lbs. of starch. It meant that the equiva- 
lent of 24lbs. starch was absorbed; that was converted 
into a gallon of milk, which was 1jlbs. of starch food, and 
he was of opinion that that surplus of about jlbs. starch 
equivalent, equal to }lb. concentrates, was utilised for 
maintenance and that the higher they fed over that, the 
further maintenance was supplemented by the production 
ration, and less of the production ration was required, as 
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such. So much so, that when they came to ten gallon 
cows it was not a question of finding maintenance ; it 
was a question of getting rid of heat. 

He had told them about total food per_day, but that, of 
course, was not a true factor; they could not talk about 
food per day—they might as well talk about food per week, 
and give it all on a Wednesday afternoon. There must be 
some other factor, and that factor, he thought, was food 
per meal. Then let them think in terms of rate of assimila- 
tion and rates of passage, and from that get how often they 
could repeat that meal. From observation and experi- 
ments he found that for ordinary efficiency three meals a 
day was sufficient—that was, one third of the concentrates 
per meal followed by a third of the hay. When they 
came to high-yielding cows, where they had to exceed the 
normal bulk figure, then they could increase that bulk 
figure somewhat if they lifted the number of meals. 
Whereas a cow could only deal with a total of about 30lbs. 
dry in three meals, they were not afraid to give her up to 
34lbs. if she was fed four times a day and the action made 
rather more laxative. He would advise them to tell 
their clients, unless they themselves wanted to make 
money, that they must realise the absolute necessity of 
control of bulk. 

Mastitis was a trouble which caused a great deal of 
expense in the production of milk, but any cowman who 
got mastitis in his herd, did so very largely through lack 
of knowledge, and it was far easier to control where they 
had intelligent men to deal with. There were two types 
of mastitis, the ordinary winter mastitis and the dry 
mastitis in the summer. When he started to study the 
subject he was struck with the very large percentage of 
cows that suffered from winter mastitis in which the hind 
quarters only were affected. High yield cows were 
subject to leg pressure, and, in consequence of leg pressure, 
there was milk exudation from the end of the teat ; the 
milk at the end of the teat made a floor contact and they 
had, in consequence, a bridge from the floor to the duct 
of the teat. He realised the only thing was to try some- 
thing which would break that bridge, and after some 
thought he hit on the plan of milking with vaselined hands, 
drawing the front teats first. Thus the teats were 
thoroughly impregnated with vaseline through constant 
massage, they stopped chafing, milk exudation ceased, 
and the bridge was broken, Whether that was the 
explanation or not, he could only tell them that he made 
more friends in this country because of the eradication 
of mastitis from their herds by that method than he had 
made through rationing cows. 

As to summer mastitis, he was perfectly certain that 
the majority of cases were due to fly infection, though 
some cases might be due to dirty water infection. The 
former was a difficult matter to combat. Some things 
which he had tried were hopeless. Last year, with more 
success, he had tried stopping the duct with a little bit 
of grease or vaseline and then putting tar round the teat. 
This year he was going to try something of the nature 
of the filthy old smears they used for flies on cows’ backs. 

The third type of mastitis accompanied the drying off of 
the cows. He was perfectly certain that many cows went 
wrong because of the method by which they were dried off. 
Some, having sealed them up, would not take the trouble to 
see whether the seal was kept intact. Sealing cows was 
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a most difficult job. He was going to try this year an 
appliance to cover the teats of the cows, thus making 
certain that there was no chance of bacterial infection. 


The other experiment he was trying might be of interest 
to them. There was a good deal of sterility and there was 
some evidence that the chances of sterility increased with 
high-yielding cows, particularly if care was not exercised 
on the part of the stockman, who apparently did not realise 
that a high-yielding cow was very often only in season for an 
hour or two. An experiment he was doing at the moment 
was to stop the cows three days after parturition. The 
cow was then calved perfectly clean. He had reason to 
believe from past experience that even by that time the 
ova could be fertilised. That, to his mind, might lead 
to a very important development. They were less likely 
to have deficiencies in the cow, and more likely to get her 
pregnant at that time than at any other time. They were 
not likely to get those long dry periods, and it might reduce 
those percentages. It might have a tremendous effect 
in industrial areas, where they were running the cow on the 
town dairy system, buying in and selling out. Coupled 
with that, he was doubtful, if they managed their cow 
properly, whether the dry period was worth while, if they 
could fit a cow without drying her. 

In conclusion, Mr. Boutflour said he had tried to deal 
with one or two points, as he saw them, that were important 
and might be of interest to them. He realised that he did 
these things partially blindfolded, and had often to come to 
their profession for help; he had, in fact, accepted their 
invitation to come and speak that afternoon in the hope 
of gaining further knowledge. 


Discussion. 


Col. H. G. Bowrs, in opening the discussion, expressed 
his pleasure at the presence of Mr. Boutflour, who was 
an Old friend and colleague of his. It was, he thought, 
a good move on the part of their President (Mr. Scott) 
to arrange for lectures of that kind from outsiders (hear, 
hear). They were, he thought, apt to be too insular in 
their profession. They had papers from their own 
members which they discussed, and kept valuable 
knowledge to themselves, but he thought that occasionally 
it was good to have open meetings, and to have a paper 
from someone outside the profession on some subject of 
mutual interest and to invite others interested to attend 
their meetings. He was personally disappointed at the 
small attendance of members, but some of their country 
practitioners were very much taxed at this time of the year. 

He envied Mr. Boutilour his racy style of speech, and 
his way of stating facts in a manner that admitted of no 
controversy. 

Mr. Boutflour’s idea of rationing cows for milk purposes 
had been described as revolutionary, and quite rightly. 
‘They, in this country, were rather suspicious of anything 
of a revolutionary nature, but it did not follow that because 
ideas were somewhat out of the common there was there- 
fore nothing in them. Many revolutionary ideas in 
science might prove to be quite correct in practice, and the 
fact that Mr. Boutflour’s views were somewhat revolutionary 
did not necessarily detract from them. 

There were a few points on which some of them perhaps 
might feel a little doubt. They had been taught, for 
instance, that the digestive system performed its functions 
rather better if there was some amount of fibrous or bulky 
matter present. He did not say that Mr. Boutflour went 
to the point of advising that no bulky food be given, but 
he went dangerously near it. He, Col. Bowes, had seen 
a cow in a herd a week or two ago which was giving eight 
gallons of milk or more which was down to 3lbs. of hay a 
day. Fora big Friesian cow 3lbs. of hay a day seemed to 
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be almost scarcely worth while, and one wondered whether 
or not she needed that. All the cows of the herd that he 
saw, with which Mr. Boutflour was particularly concerned, 
were doing well; they did not appear to be suffering from 
any deficiency of hay or other bulky food. <A few of the 
cows he noticed showed evidence of bruises on the legs, 
sore patches on the hocks, and other parts of the legs. 
That was probably due to bruising on the concrete floor, 
but he wondered whether it might be entirely due to that, 
or possibly partly to any predisposition caused by the 
fact that they were getting a large ration of concentrates 
in their food. He thought that probably Mr. Boutflour 
was right, and it was nothing but bruising, but it struck him 
that this might be a contributory factor where they had 
been so well fed, and it fitted in with the remarks about 
the production of thick leg in horses which had been fed 
with concentrates. There might be something of the 
same nature taking place with regard to cows. 

Mr. Boutflour had not said much about roots, but they 
knew his views on the subject—he (Mr. Boutflour) did 
not believe in them. There seemed to be a difference of 
opinion among authorities as to the value or otherwise of 
roots as an article of diet for milking cows. The question 
arose as to how far they could safely tinker with nature in 
converting the cow into a machine purely for the production 
of milk. One would aimost think, to hear Mr. Boutflour 
talk, that the cow was something like a sausage machine, 
in which one put meat and bread and stuff in at the mouth, 
turned the handle, and got a certain weight of sausage ; 
thus, if one wanted to make a cow give so much milk, one 
gave her so much concentrate, and when she had attained 
a certain point of production, one pushed her for more. 
Where the limit was he did not know; he did not think 
that Mr. Boutflour had reached the limit, though he had 
got up to 8 or 9 gallons a day. The speaker was still 
old-fashioned enough to wonder whether, in dealing with a 
phsyiological product like milk, they could treat it in that 
factory-machine fashion, or not; whether increasing the 
production of one particular physiological secretion of 
the body to such an abnormal extent, was going to have 
any harmful effect on the system. One would have 
thought that it would be an enormous drain on an animal 
to produce three or four times more milk than would be 
necessary normally for the rearing of that particular 
cow’s calf or calves. They were devoting that cow’s 
whole life simply to producing an abnormal amount of 
milk, and whether that was a thing that might ultimately 
lead to such a drain on the vital resources of the cow as 
would lead to premature decline or lack of resistance, or 
something of that kind, he did not know. 

The question as to whether Mr. Boutflour got much 
udder trouble with his highly-rationed cows had interested 
him, and whether there would be danger arising from 
mastitis. That had been ably dealt with by Mr. Boutflour 
and the explanation was good, sound, and feasible. They 
all knew that if they got any connecting link with 
the duct, it might, especially in the hind quarters 
where there was a constant pressure, set the teat 
exuding, and there was a likelihood of this affecting the 
udder. He had not had any experience of preventive 
measures such as those adopted by Mr. Boutflour, but 
they seemed sound. He was not sure that they were 
quite sufficient to be effective, but at any rate they 
seemed to have been very successful in Mr. Boutflour’s 
cases. 

Mastitis was prevalent in Yorkshire, and he agreed 
with Mr. Boutflour that it was almost entirely caused by 
fly infection. For years he had been recommending the 
sealing of the teat. 

Reverting to the question of a cow’s yield of milk, he 
wondered if there was any limit to its increase, from an 
economic point of view, Did it pay to go on to those 
enormous yields, or was there a point reached at which it 
was better to stop and be satisfied—at 6, 7 or 8 gallons, or 
whatever it might be. He did not know anything about 


the economic side of the question, but he wondered whether 
the higher yields really paid for the extra food that was 
It seemed, according to 


required to produce that milk. 
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Mr. Boutflour that all they had to do was to pour more 
food into the cow and get more milk out of the teats, but 
he did not know whether there was a point at which, from 
an economic point of view, one ought to stop. He had 
been much interested in the paper, and hoped there would 
be much discussion. 

Major D. 8. RaBaewiati observed that he had heard 
much about Mr. Boutflour and had read many of his 
writings, but he had never hitherto had the pleasure of 
listening to him. It was gratifying to find anybody 
taking such a keen interest in his subject as Mr. Boutflour 
did, and using such powers of observation in working out his 
theories. The proof of the pudding was in the eating. 

There was no doubt that an enormous number of cattle 
were over-fed and more diseases were produced by over- 
feeding than by under-feeding. The question where 
one should stop was a very difficult one. According to 
Mr. Boutflour, they had a certain limit, and then it was 
the quality of the food that mattered. _In the present day, 
when milk production was very oftén overdone, the 
question of profit and economics entered very largely 
into the matter. If farmers could, by carrying out such 
methods, produce so much more milk with comparatively 
fewer cows, there was no doubt that it would make all 
the difference to agriculture in milk-producing districts. 

Mr. Boutflour had not said anything about water. He, 
the speaker, wondered what was Mr. Boutflour’s opinion 
about water bowls; would he prefer to have water bowls 
fixed in front of the cows with a permanent supply for 
the animals, or would he turn out the cows two or three 
times a day to drink ? He had met a farmer who used 
large quantities of turnips in the winter and never gave 
the cows any water. The majority of farmers turned out 
their cows to drink, or watered them with pails twice a 
day. He imagined that having bowls fixed before the 
cows would be a great asset to the carrying out of Mr. 
Boutflour’s system of feeding. 

Had Mr. Boutflour tried his methods in herds known 
to be tuberculous, and in herds which were not affected 
with that disease ? Cows were not machines—individual 
elements entered into the matter, and there were many 
conditions from which cows suffered which must to a great 
extent influence the yield of milk. He should like to 


know whether Mr. Boutflour found cows healthier and | 


more ready to respond to his methods of feeding in non- 
tuberculous herds than in the average herd, where tuber- 
culous animals might exist to the extent of 30, 50, or 60 
per cent. 

He was pleased that Mr. Boutflour had referred to the 
method of washing down the manger. To his mind, the 
concrete manger which ran along the whole range of the 
cow-shed, and which was put in a great number of sheds 
in Yorkshire, was an evil and he thought it was wrong, 
apart from the objection of the using of a dirty brush. 
A cow might have tuberculosis and cough up bacilli, 
and these were washed down from one manger to another. 
lf reactors were present in the shed, unknown to the owner, 
they were liable to contaminate the manger, and the disease 
was spread. Mr. Boutflour did not mention much about 
silage. The speaker’s experience of silage was that it was 
excellent food, and for feeding cows silage was probably 
much better than turnips. As to the question of “ steam. 
ing up ”’ cows before they calved, if it was as satisfactory 
as they had heard, it was easily done by a farmer who 
bred his own stock. With the average dairy system in 
this country an enormous number of calves were born at 
sales. Was it possible for a cow to be “ steamed up ” 
by one man and bought by another? It was not likely 
that farmers would steam up cows for the benefit of 
others. If acow was bought newly-calved and she was not 
steamed up,’’ did Mr. Boutflour’s system work alter- 
wards, or only work to a certain extent ? Was Mr. Bout- 
flour’s system satisfactory for the system of town dairies 
where only calved cows were bought, milked as long as they 
could be, and then sold to the butcher? He had not 
come across a herd that had been fed on Mr. Boutflour’s 
system ; he did not think there were many in that district. 
At the end of the lactation period, would the cow be in 
reasonable condition to be sold to the butcher ? 


The remarks on mastitis were very instructive. At 
one time he was working in Edinburgh, where the cows 
rarely ate, but drank—an enormous quantity of brewers’ 
grain was given, mixed with huge quantities of water. 
There was an enormous trough on wheels, which was 
moved about the cow shed, and each cow got three buckets 
of that thickish soup to drink. He was struck by the 
prevalence of winter mastitis there, as he was by its com- 
parative rarity when he came to Yorkshire. 

Other questions he desired to ask were: Was it satis- 
factory to “steam up” a heifer before her first cow ? 
Was she likely to give a greater increase of milk during 
her first lactation period ? How long was it possible 
to continue that system? Could it be commenced in the 
heifer and carried out to the fourth or fifth calf without 
undermining the constitution of the cow and damaging 
her breeding properties, and probably damaging her off- 
spring? All those points must enter into the considera- 
tion of the system. It might be all right in certain class 
dairy herds, where a milk supply was wanted and nothing 
else, but was it a system that could be carried out in breed- 
ing districts where one wanted a hardy type of cow, as 
in some of the hilly regions ? 

Mr. J. W. Procrer thanked Mr. Boutflour for his address 
and expressed the view that any criticism they had to 
make should be levelled against themselves. They were 
qualified surgeons and were supposed to have been taught 
the dietetics of feeding cows, yet he felt as if he knew 
nothing about it. He had no reason to doubt what Mr. 
Boutflour had told them. 

He was particularly interested in one point, as to how 
far they could interfere with nature, with Mr. Boutflour’s 
rationing, with regard to sterility—there was the question 
of sterility in these high-yielding cows. That was prob- 
ably a compensating feature of nature to overcome this 
artificial production of milk. 

With regard to water, he had one client, who used to 
water his cows twice a day, who then had a watering pan 
installed in front of the cows, with a continuous system 
of flow, and this made a tremendous difference in the in- 
crease of his milk. The water system went out of order 
one day, the well heing blocked, and during the time that 
the system was broken down the milk yield fell quite a 
gallon per cow per day. 

Mr. Kerr remarked that, with regard to the questions of 
feeding and high production in cows, one of the most 
important questions to be kept in mind was ‘ how far 
is it reasonable to go?’ Was it correct, as had been 
stated by an authority, that it was impossible to keep a 
herd tubercle-free, if it was going over the average of 900 
gallons a ? 

One of the most important questions concerning Mr. 
Boutflour’s system of feeding cows was, “ what part are 
roots going to play in the cow’s rations ’’’ Some years 
ago Mr. Boutflour said “no roots.” Had he modified 
his opinion? Personally, he,thought it would be a 
great pitv if roots and silage were going to be excluded 
altogether, because during the winter months those were 
the only fresh foods which milk cows might get. Of course 
cows which were going out and securing some green grass 
fared much better than those which got none, and there 
was no doubt that the milk from the former was much better 
than that from cows which were fed entirely on dry food. 
For humans, and especially for children, milk from cows 
fed on some of kind of green food would be much better, 
and that was one of the things which would prove a 
difficulty in connection with Mr. Boutflour’s system, 
especially in Scotland. 

Mr. SuHarp thanked the Society for extending to him an 
invitation to attend that meeting. He welcomed the 
opportunity of listening to Mr. Boutilour, as they served 
together on the Staff of the Leeds University for some time. 

Personally, he was not so much concerned at the present 
time with the dairying side, but he was always interested 
in anything that concerned the farmer, and a great deal 
of good had been done by the adoption of the system. He 
agreed with Mr. Boutflour that where non-success had 
followed, it had been due to the fact that sufficient care 
was not exercised in the rationing. Mr. Boutflour was 
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not one who remained with one fixed idea ; he was always 
open to try new things as time went on, as they all should 
be if they wanted to progress. He should like to hear 
something from Mr. Boutflour with reference to the 
inclusion of minerals in the ration. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his gratification at Mr. Bout- 
flour’s coming to address them. The West Riding of 
Yorkshire contained, as they knew, a very large population, 
and the milk requirements were probably as large as those 
of London, so that nowhere could an address be given to 
better advantage. 

The subject, although an agricultural one, was full of 
veterinary interest. It made them realise, as Mr. Procter 
had said, that, going about advising farmers what to do, 
they ought to know more about the animals in health, 
and how to treat and diet them, than they did. 

So far as Mr. Boutflour’s system was concerned, farmers 
seemed to be taking it up, but old prejudices died very 
hard: they would not do away with chop, or liquor, as 
they called it, nor would they dispense with turnips. 
They said they had got to grow turnips, and could not keep 
their land clean unless they grew them; moreover, they 
could produce milk economically because they had to 

row them. It was the same with grass. They said 
** What shall we do with our grass if we do not produce 
milk?” He would appreciate it if Mr. Boutflour, in his 
reply, would give them an idea what to do in grass time. 
He quite agreed that a fit horse and a fit cow were the 
essentials for work and for milk production, but he could 
not quite understand how they got a cow fit with the 
limited exercise which it got inside. He supposed fitness 
in their case really meant a reserve of protein, not fat. 
Would not they help that very considerably by giving 
exercise ? 

With regard to milk fever, they generally considered 
that milk fever was a disease of unfitness. A cow had 
suddenly to start from body reserves to produce a large 
quantity of milk, and if she was not fit she could not adjust 
that sudden alteration in function. If she was fit she 
could adjust it, and that was probably the explanation, 
although they could not bring it down to terms of blood 
chemistry at the present moment. 

Concerning feeding on roots, would not Mr. Boutflour 
admit that a few roots were really the “‘ apple a day that 
keeps the doctor away ?” 

Farmers generally seemed to keep to the idea of 3}lbs. 
of something in the way of concentrates per gallon, but they 
liked 15lbs. of turnips ; they would not get the bulk down. 
Some farmers said “‘ You cannot get a cow to eat all this 
hay. If you keep her on simple concentrates ’’—by that 
was meant one type of cake and meal—‘‘ they won’t eat 
it. You have to vary it; give them a wider variety to 
get them to eat the bulk.” 

Another point he would like to ask was raised by Major 
Rabagliati. Suppose they bought a cow in the market 
and she was due to calf in the next fortnight, could they 
start to “‘ steam her up” immediately ? A good tany 
farmers complained that with high-yielding cows they could 
not get them on to steaming. 

Would Mr. Boutflour tell them how to keep a good 
colour in milk when the cows were on high rations ? 


THe Repty. 


Mr. Bovutrtour, in replying, said he did not think 
fibre was necessary ; they wanted a little more mucus to 
enable them to get rid of it. They had been told that to 
turn a cow out to grass was the ideal thing: when a cow 
got out to grass she secured 24lbs. of fibre; their con- 
centrates contained 5 per cent. to 7 per cent. and their hay 
contained a rather higher percentage. That worked out 
at something about 2 or 3lbs. of fibre, which was the 
amount they got when out at grass, and which was supposed 
to have so good an effect. 

As to the bruised hocks mentioned by Col. Bowes, he 
must agree that the big cows, lying down, sustained 
bruised hocks. 

With regard to roots, he wanted a proof of the “ apple a 
day” theory. He could not get it at Harley Street 


(laughter), but he did know people who ate more than an 
apple a day who very often had to see the doctor. His 
high-yielding cows were really loose in the bowels, and if 
he were to give them 40lbs. roots a day, his man would 
have to be clad with armour before he got to the end of 
the day. They could only make muck with fibre, and 
roots helped them to do it, though he did not want to say 
that roots had no food value. Yet he could keep a cow 
without roots in a harder, fitter and healthier condition 
than he could with them. In spite of the fact that cows 
would go without roots for a period of months in the 
winter—and they were long winters on his farms—when 
he turned them out to really good grass they would drop 
15 per cent. in their milk right through the herd. The 
strange thing was that if they suffered from a deficiency 
one would expect a response when they got on to something 
else. The feeding of roots was far too big a question for 
him to try to deal with that afternoon. 

Captain Bowes had spoken of the height of milk yields. 
He had taken cows up to 13 gallons a day, and kept them 
there for a long period. If there was a drain that would 
not stop him, but he had not discovered there was. 
If there was, it would only mean further work 
for the members of that Society, to see how they could 
prevent it. He went to see a cow that had been rationed 
in accordance with the method he advocated; she was 
twenty years old and in calf, and had averaged 8 gallons 
to her 14th calf—1,300 gallons. That cow had bred some 
of the most famous bulls in the country. She was a long 
pedigree cow, and was still breeding. She was born in 
February, 1909, was shown at fourteen years of age in Dor- 
setshire and was champion cow of the show, of the cows of 
14 years of age. He had another cow on which they had a 
little post-mortem. She had twelve calves, and when she 
was 14 years old they had to slaughter her owing to her 
breaking her leg. She averaged 1,600 gallons of milk a 
year. The veterinary surgeon went right through every 
organ of her body and gave her “‘ a clean sheet.”’ 

As to machine milking in connection with mastitis, 
he saw that some people were selling a machine and saying 
that it would not carry mastitis. If one had to be 
careful with handling they had to be ten times more 
careful with a machine. He could understand their 
experimenting and not being able to affect a cow with 
mastitis, but though they could not affect an animal at a 
particular moment with a particular disease, it did not 
mean that an animal could never be affected by that 
particular method. 

Coming to the economic aspects of the question, these 
must vary, depending as they did on the market and the 
milk. 

If he talked about 10 and 11 gallons, it was with the 
hope they would get 5 and 6 gallons, which was the econo- 
mical cow; it was not wise to take more than 30lIbs. of 
milk from the average cow. 

It had been said that over-feeding was general, and the 
human being was mentioned. An investigation had 
proved that when they came to pigs, something extra- 
ordinary happened. He had found a small pig which was 
eating more than hedid. A pig ate llb. a day, the average 
man ate 17 ounces and a pig of the size of a man dealt with 
five or six times the amount of food that a man did. 

With regard to water, water was one of the most im- 
portant factors in milk production. A number of cows 
gave no yields on account of the smallness of the quantity 
of the water given, or the few opportunities for getting 
water. He should put down the existence of many 
‘“‘ screw ” cattle more to the fact of their drinking from 
dirty ponds with dung in, than to any other cause, and 
observations on certain farms had shown a striking number 
of “ screws’ as compared with those on which there was 
clean water. Not sufficient attention was given to 
polluted water as a factor in the causation of disease, and 
whereas 6 or 7 gallons of dirty water might not kill cows, 
forty gallons would soon destroy the strongest constitution. 

They had rationed quite a number of tuberculous cows, 
but he was not prepared to say that he met with a greater 
response in a free herd than in an infected herd, though 
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rationed herds seemed to keep just as free, and probably 
freer, than herds not so rationed. 

f He did not think that silage had any particular virtue. 
Three lbs. of good silage was equivalent to llb. of good hay, 
and the main function of hay in the body was for main- 
tenance and principally for the generation of heat. 

Stocking cows was an unfortunate thing; he believed 
it cost the dairy industry something from 8 to 10 millions 
a year. A cow might come from a place where she had 
had little food, and if they started to push a cow that had 
not been used to heavy concentrated feeding, they would 
soon have no cow at all. By his system he never lost 
flesh from a cow if she was in health; in fact, a cow 
giving her top yield should gain flesh. ‘There should 
never be any excuse for a farmer to say that a cow was 
giving a lot of milk and it was pulling her down. 

With regard to “ steaming up ”’ heifers, they ‘‘ steamed ”’ 
them as they did their cows, but they had to be careful 
with them, and in addition to “ steaming ” it was absolutely 
necessary that they should give massage. 

He did not say that sterility followed high feeding, 
though if they practised high feeding without control of 
bulk, sterility might result. 

A cow did not need to be pregnant before she could give 
good milk; he had known it with heifers which had not 
been pregnant, and they had it with goats. With cows, 
he had had them in milk three weeks before calving. 

He would not have it that cows were fitter with roots. 
His cows were fitter when they went out to grass at the 
end of the winter than at any other part of the year, in 
spite of what was said about grass. Roots were not a 
natural diet for a cow, being a sugar diet, and if they had 
read books on human dietetics they would find mention of 
the doubtful value of sugar. If taken in large quantities, 
sugar was definitely harmful. 

As to exercise, he would be delighted to give it in the 
winter months, but dirty gate-ways should be cut off. His 
cows went out half an hour in the morning and afternoon, 
but only for half an hour when a person was prepared to go 
out. The moment a man came to them and said the cows 
would not take their food, and they had to change it, they 
should assume straight away that the man was overfeeding 
the cows. He had fed exactly the same ration for the 
last two years, and he did not remember having any cow 
ever refusing her food. 


Col. Bowrs proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Boutflour for his excellent address. 

This was seconded by Mr. Procter, and carried unani- 
mously. 

In replying, Mr. BouTrLour said if any of them at any 
time had difficulties and wrote to him he would be pleased 
to reply. 

A vote of thanks to the President (Mr. F. C. Scott) 
brought the meeting to a close. 

T. C. Hon. Secretary. 


North Midland Division, N.V.M.A.* 


SuMMER MEETING IN DERBYSHIRE. 


The Annual Summer Meeting of the Division was held 
on Friday, July 19th, and took the form of a luncheon and 
trip in Derbyshire. The members were accompanied by 
the Veterinary Delegates of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress and their ladies. 

Those present included Major and Mrs. Abson, Mr. A. 
Alexander, Mr. and Mrs. Burndred, Mr. W. Collinson, 
Major and Mrs. Dixon, Mr. P. F. Dolan, Mr. T. C. Fletcher, 
and Mrs. Livesley, Mr. F. Gooch, Major and Mrs. Green, 
Capt. W. Halstead, Mr. J. R. Hayhurst, Capt. J. R. Hewer, 
Mr. G. Howe, Mr. and Mrs. R. Hudson, Mr. J. R. Hudson, 


* Received on 24th July. 
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Capt. E. G. and Miss Johnson, Prof. Linton, Mr. and Miss 
Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. T. Ludlow, Mr. and Mrs. 8. H. Nixon, 
Mr. T. Parker, Mr. E. H. Pratt, Major Rabagliati, Mr. and 
Miss Robinson, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Sampson, Mr. J. K. 
Shaw, Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Smith, Mr. H. L. Torrance, Mr. 
A. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. S. Woodrow, Prof. and Mrs. 
Wooldridge, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Young, and the Hon. 
Secretary. 

The luncheon was held at the Grand Hotel, Sheffield, 
at 1 p.m. and was much enjoyed by all present. 

The toast of *‘ The King” was proposed by the Prrst- 
pent, Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, who, in the course of his remarks, 
spoke of the high esteem in which the Royal Family are 
held by the veterinary profession and how pleased they 
were at His Majesty’s recovery from illness. As a profes- 
sion they owed a great deal to the Royal Family for the 
interest they took in anima!s and inspired in others by 
their ownership of animals and the way in which they 
looked after them. Mr. Lloyd added that they owed a 
special debt of gratitude to the Prince of Wales for recently 
becoming Patron of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, in addition to being an Associate of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The toast of ‘“*‘ Our Guests’ was also proposed by the 
PRESIDENT, who said that, as an Association, they felt it 
was only the correct thing to do when they had members 
of the profession among them, to get them together andenter- 
tain them. He hoped that they would have a pleasant 
time and they would see what beautiful country sur- 
rounded Sheffield. It was also a pleasure to them all to 
enjoy one another’s company on an occasion such as that 
and Mr. Tweed had kindly made all the arrangements for 
them to do so. 

‘* Our Hosts ’’ was proposed by Professor WooLDRIDGE, 
President of the Veterinary Hygiene Section of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Congress, who, in a humorous speech, 
amused the party. In the course of his remarks, Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge said that in being entertained by their 
own professional men as they were that day, they had been 
the happy recipients of a true mark of friendship, and the 
manner in which they had been entertained was kindness 
itself. He was pleased to see Mr. Lloyd so well and able 
to be with them, and hoped that he might enjoy better 
health. 

Mr. Hayuurst, as the Recording Secretary of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Congress, said’ he had great pleasure in 
responding to the President’s request for him to say a few 
words. He had been for 11 years Recording Secretary of 
the Veterinary Section and that was the first time during 


| his term of office that they had been so graciously enter- 


tained anywhere. It was very much appreciated and was 
encouraging for the future. What was aimed at was an 
interest by the veterinary profession in the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, as the veterinary officer played a great part in 
public health work, and would do even more in the future, 
when the veterinary sphere in public health was more 
realised. 

They had been privileged to see one of the finest abattoirs 
in the world in Sheffield and the work of the veterinary staff 
in the city, and they were second to none. Speaking per- 
sonally, he thought that the veterinary officers might be 
even more in public health than inspectors, and develop 
the business side as well for their local authorities without 
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harm to themselves. He was thinking particularly of the 
possibility of the veterinary officers being superintendents 
of their abattoirs as well as being in control of the meat 
inspection, for no one who had any business acumen could 
be better fitted for that position than the veterinary 
officer. 


He had the greatest pleasure, on behalf of the Delegates 
to Sheffield, in thanking the Association for what they had 
done in making the afternoon a most enjoyable one. 


The Hon. SEcRETARY then intimated the programme for 
the trip and the party proceeded to Buxton via Chatsworth, 
Haddon Hall, Bakewell and Taddington, short halts being 
made at Chatsworth, Haddon Hall and other picturesque 
places en route. On arrival at Buxton, Mr. Councillor 
Howe, F.R.C.V.S., kindly conducted the party to see the 
fountains and baths, which were of great interest and the 
opportunity of being able to visit them was much appre- 
ciated. 

Tea was held at the Pavilion Gardens, and after a short 
interval, to enable the visitors to see the beautiful gardens, 
the return journey was made to Sheffield. 


TweEeD, Hon. Secretary. 


The B.M.A. and Tuberculosis of Bovine Origin. 


Presiding over the Public Health Section of the recently- 
held Congress of the British Medical Association at Man- 
chester, Dr. Verrcu CLARK, Medical Officer of Health for 
Manchester, said that the subject of bovine tuberculosis 
was particularly vital at the present juncture in view of the 
fact that the general organisation by which our milk con- 
trol was exercised at the farms had been changed by the 
last Milk and Dairies Act. At present that organisation 
was cither very ineffectively developed or almost non- 
existent in many parts of the country. 

Dr. W. G. SavacE (Somerset County M.O.H.), discussing 
methods for reducing human tuberculosis of bovine 
origin, said that there were probably not more than 2,000 
or 2,300 deaths from human tuberculosis each year which 
were due to the bovine tubercle bacillus. He thought 
about 40 per cent. of our dairy cows were affected, but a 
great majority of these were non-infectious. The destruc- 
tion of all cattle which reacted to tests was impracticable 
in this country, apart from the fact that a great many of 
these animals were not infectious and never would become 
infectious. Building up herds free from tuberculgsis by 
selection presented many difficulties, and even in Denmark, 
the home of the method, it was declining. Routine veter- 
inary inspection of our cattle would remove gross cases of 
tuberculosis, but would not remove all sources of infection. 
Figures from places where routine inspection had been 
practised for years did not show much, if any, reduction. 

He calculated the cost of a reasonably adequate 
system of veterinary inspection at rather over £300,000 
a year. It must stand or fall on its merits, and the 
onus was on the veterinary surgeons to demonstrate its 
capacity to reduce bovine tuberculosis. In his view 
tuberculosis in dairy cattle had never received adequate 
consideration on broad preventive lines, but had been 
dealt with by the application of special procedures of 
limited scope which failed and must fail because they 
were not part of a broad comprehensive scheme. As 
part of such a comprehensive scheme there ought to be 
radical alteration in the environment of the cow. There 
seemed to be no reason why the practice of keeping cows 
all the winter in insanitary cowsheds should not largely 
give place to keeping them in more open-air conditions. 


PASTEURISATION A ‘‘ SECOND Best’? REMEDY. 


Into such a scheme immunisation experiments could be 
fitted, also the formation of tuberculosis-free herds, the 
operation of a modified Tuberculosis Order, veterinary 
inspection of cows and so on. If the agricultural com- 
munity declined to co-operate, another line of procedure 
would be necessary. In that event he did not think it 
worth while, for the small measure of reduction in human 
tuberculosis that would accrue, to continue the present 
partial measures. It would be better for those concerned 
with the human infection side to face the problem in their 
own way and leave bovine tuberculosis to those concerned 
with animal diseases. The milk supply should be protected 
by an efficient and adequately controlled system of pasteuri- 
sation. It would be a confession of failure; a second 
best instead of the best, and in view of the inherent objec- 
tions to pasteurisation he preferred preventive measures. 


Colonel J. W. BrirrLteBank, veterinary officer to the 
Public Health Department, Corporation of Manchester, 
said one of the great difficulties was that so many people 
were seeking short cuts to a solution of the problem, 
whereas solution would only be found after long and arduous 
work. Until we got rid of mass infection no material 
progress could be made. A mere mechanical process of 
examination, he agreed, was quite insufficient. But Dr. 
Savage hardly appeared to have recognised the advantage 
of a proper routine of veterinary supervision covering dairy 
cattle inspection, feeding, housing, and management. 
Such a widespread process would, he was satisfied, result 
in definite progress towards the reduction of tuberculosis. 


Dr. Morrison (County Medical Officer of Cumberland) 
declared that our present laws were not sufficient to protect 
the public, and it would be many years before milk would 
be sold which would be clean, unadulterated, free from 
tubercle, and cheap. In his own experience certified milk 
had been found to be highly infected with tubercle bacilli. 
The grading of milk as at present done had been a total 
failure, in his opinion. Until the best methods could be 
put into operation he suggested as a temporary solution 
the provision of dried milk. 


The CHarrRMAN said that for 25 years the milk supply 
of two of the largest municipal hospitals in Manchester 
had been maintained “tubercle free,’ and with the 
exception of two accidental occurrences the bacteriological 
count had rarely exceeded five or six thousand. 


Lady Veterinarian’s Animal Welfare Work in Western 
Ireland. 


** Recently I was delighted to find,” writes the author of 
** An Irishman’s Diary,” in the /rish Times, ‘that in a 
remote part of Connemara, where a few years ago the people 
had to depend on unskilled local horse-doctors or cow- 
doctors, they are now able to get all the requisite attention 
for their animals. 


“For some time past the poor people have had the advice 
and help of a properly qualified veterinary surgeon in 
ministering to the needs of their animals. This is Mrs. 
Lamb, M.R.C.V.S., wife of Mr. Charles V. Lamb, A.R.H.A., 
whose Connemara paintings are so well known to every 
lover of good pictures. Mrs. Lamb is a daughter of Mr. 
Ford Madox Ford, the novelist, and qualified for her pro- 
fession in Dublin, where, before her marriage a year or 
two ago, she and her push-bike were a familiar sight on 
our streets. 


“In the beginning the local people doubted whether a 
woman could manage animals in sickness, and there is a 
story to the effect that in response to an old man’s challenge, 
Mrs. Lamb demonstrated her ability to ‘shoe a_ horse.’ 
The hut in which Mr. and Mrs. Lamb live is now not only 
an artist’s studio, but a veterinary dispensary. Mrs. 
Lamb’s skill is freely given to the owners of sick animals.” 
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Death of Major-General Sir Frederick Smith. 


It is with very profound regret that we have to announce 
the death of Major-General Sir Frederick Smith, on Satur- 
day last, at St. Leonards-on-Sea, in his 73rd year. In his 
passing, veterinary science has lost a very learned and 
earnest adherent. 

Sir Frederick was educated for the veterinary profession, 
and graduated in 1876 as a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. After some months in general 
practice, he entered the Army, being the last officer but 
two to join under the old regimental system. He was 
gazetted to the Royal Artillery in 1877, and to the 12th Royal 
Lancers in 1880. He served in India from 1878-1885. 

In 1886 he joined the staff of the Army Veterinary School, 
Aldershot, as Assistant Instructor, and he was made 
Professor in 1887. In 1892 he was appointed to the 
Remount Department. He served with the Nile Expedi- 
tion in 1898 (Egyptian Medal, 4th Class, Medjidie), and 
through the South African War (Queen’s Medal, four clasps ; 
King’s Medal, two clasps), becoming Principal Veterinary 
Officer in South Africa in 1903. He was appointed 
Director-General of the Army Veterinary Service in 1907, 
and retired at 53 years of age in 1910. 

During the Great War he was re-employed as A.D.V.S., 
Southern Command, on 7th August, 1914, and reverted to 
unemployment on 10th May, 1916. On the 26th December, 
1917, he was re-appointed for duty at the War Office as 
an Assistant Director-General, which appointment he 
retained up to 23rd September, 1919, when he again 
reverted to unemployment. 

He was mainly responsible for the creation of the veter- 
inary cadres of the Territorial Force in collaboration with 
Lord Haldane, and the creation of the Army Veterinary 
Corps. It was his work which led up to the granting in 
1913 of independence to the Army Veterinary Service, 
free from the Remount Department, and responsible only 
to the Q.M.G. of the Army. His work at Aldershot in- 
cluded the establishment of a Vaccine Institute, which in 
four years provided lymph for 150,000 persons without an 
accident. 

Sir Frederick was a prodigious worker. His contribu- 
tions to veterinary literature include a manual of Veterinary 
Hygiene, of which three editions appeared, a manual of 
Veterinary Physiology, now in its fifth edition, the History 
of Veterinary Literature, of which Volume 3 is now being 
published, the History of the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, and a manual on sore backs. 

Sir Frederick was created K.C.M.G. in 1918. He was a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and 
was made an Hon. Associate in 1914. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns, 


Diary of Events. 


Aug. 3ist to Sept. 6th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Ayr. 
Aug. 12th—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., 10 Gray’s Inn Square, 
W.C., at 4-30 p.m. 
N.V.M.A. Clinical Prize Scheme for Students. 

In anticipation of the arrival of the long vacation, 
upon which students have now entered, we took a 
recent opportunity of seeking to enlist the aid of 
practitioners in our endeavour, through our Clinical 
Prize Scheme, to persuade students to take an in- 
telligent interest in the practical side of their work. 
We now renew our appeal to the latter, all of whom 


are, we hope, already profitably engaged in seeing 
practice, to busy themselves with note taking with 
a view to submitting entries for award under the 
above scheme. 

Details of the scheme have been displayed on the 
notice boards at all the colleges and it only remains 
for us to remind intending entrants that their efforts 
must be in the hands of the General Secretary, 
N.V.M.A., by 7th October next. 


*“PHoTosTAT”’ [INSTALLED AT ROYAL SOCIETY OF 
MEDICINE LIBRARY. 

Members of the N.V.M.A. who are also Fellows of the 
Royal Society of Medicine will learn with appreciation and 
special interest of the equipment of the library of the 
Society with an apparatus known as the ‘“ photostat,” 
in order to make the service of the library better available 
to Fellows who live at a distance from London. 

By means of the photostat, photographic copies from 
the pages of books and journals are rapidly made, a process 
which will supersede the old laborious method of copying 
abstracts and which had not the advantage of reproducing 
the illustrations. Says the British Medical Journal :— 
“Tt takes an exact reproduction, either the same size, 
reduced, or enlarged, of any page or article of a medical 
publication for dispatch to the provinces or abroad on the 
application of a member, without in any way depleting 
(as when a publication is lent) the issuing library, and thus 
enabling the library to fulfil its prime purpose—that of 
reference to those actually using the library on the premises. 
Within forty-five minutes such a demand was ready for 
post.” 


PERSONAL. 


Appointments.—Mr. F. W. Priestley, M.R.C.V.S., has 
been appointed assistant at the Research Institute in 
Animal Pathology, Royal Veterinary College, London. 
Mr. W. J. Leyshon has now left the Institute of Animal 
Pathology. University of Cambridge, and Mr. L. Jordan, 
M.R.C.V.S., Mr. A. J. Wilsdon, B.Se., M.R.C.V.S., and 
Mr. N. 8. Barron, M.R.C.V.S., have been appointed to the 
staff as additional pathologists. Mr. Leyshon has been 
appointed to the Public Control Department, London 
County Council. 


ERRATUM. 

Professor Macqueen writes to point out that in the last 

paragraph of our report of his remarks at the R.C.V.S8. 

Dinner ( Veterinary Record, 30, 646), he was erroneously 

made to refer to part time instead*of to past time veterinary 
teachers. 


We are asked to say that there are still a few of the 
match booklet cases, with R.C.V.S. crest, left over from 
the stock obtained for presentation to the guests at the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons’ Dinner. Price Is. 
each, or 5s. for six. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 
Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his cerrespondents 


The Veterinary Hospital of the University of Liverpool. 
To THE Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—The University of Liverpool and her wealthy donors 
are to be congratulated upon taking a further step towards 
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the realisation of a project, first ‘announced in Liverpool 
31 years ago, for the inclusion of veterinary education in 
the University system. Proud of the results of this great 
experiment, | began reading with pleasure the report 
(in your issue of July 20th) of the opening of the new hos- 
pital, but | was saddened on finding that Professor Share 
Jones had failed to name some of the distinguished builders 
of the School of Veterinary Science. Appropriately, 
1 think, the speaker acknowledged the monetary support 
of private and public benefactors ; justly he referred to his 
own valuable contributions to the experiment, and I 
readily accept his estimate of the University pioneers— 
Dale, Rupert Boyce and Annett—and of his colleague 
Elam. 


I wish the Professor, when composing his speech, had 
refreshed his memory by reading the account ( Vel. Record, 
1903-4, /6, 788) of the emergence of the School of Veterinary 
Science from a loose and undefined co-operation between 
a private veterinary school owned by W. Owen Williams 
and the Institute of Comparative Pathology. Probably 
the mode of birth of this school in 1904, after six years of 
conference, was as vague and illogical as that of many other 
British institutions ; but the part played by the founders 
(long before Professor Share Jones assumed an influential 
position in the University) and the aspirations, honesty of 
purpose, and wisdom possessed by these founders are 
clearly defined. Of the founders the speaker named 
Dale, Rupert Boyce and Annett, but ignored Sumner, 
Stafford Jackson and Eaton Jones, who, supported by a 
number of their local veterinary colleagues, bore the great 
responsibility of representing the interests of the veterinary 
profession in the new school. 


Rupert Boyce alone,in spite of his genius, would have 
failed ; Rupert Boyce and Henry Sumner in double harness 
succeeded. Doubtless one day the historian will dis- 
passionately examine the facts and present us with a 
history of the conception, birth and adolescence of the 
Liverpool school. When such an history appears I enter- 
tain no doubt that Henry Sumner will be recognised as 
one of the School’s greatest benefactors. Sumner under- 
stood better than Boyce, Williams and Dale the mind of 
the veterinary profession to whom the appeal was made ; 
he respected their honourable prejudices and thus gained 
their sympathy and support for the project. Garnett 
said of Henry Sumner: * There has been one great thing 
tothank him for. He seems to have been the only one to 
illuminate the profession as a whole as to who is to govern 
this School.” 


Once the school was established, Sumner realised its 
responsibilities for teaching clinical veterinary medicine 
and surgery and with the help of Stafford Jackson 
shouldered its obligations. He opened his infirmary to 
the school and, unsupported by private or public 
munificence such as the University is now gratefully 
acknowledging, continued to teach until the close of the 
Great War; approximately 22 years of devoted dervice 
as father of the school. But if length and quality of such 
service fail to receive recognition from the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Liverpool and Professor Share Jones, 
then let them know of our admiration for Sumner as a 
man. I have not the slightest hesitation in claiming to 
speak for every one of his students in assuring all concerned 
that as teacher, as friend and counsellor of youth, Henry 
Sumner earned and will ever retain the respect and affection 
of every M.R.C.V.S. graduating from Liverpool. To us he 
was and is ‘“‘ dear old Henry.” 


Professor Share Jones mentioned Hope and Elam, but 
overlooked Glynn, Beattie, Dilling and Prosper Marsden, 
who as heads of University departments have always 
done their utmost for the promotion of veterinary educa- 
tion. Then there is Noel Pillers—no, Sir, I cannot accept 
his being included in the nebulous term “City Authorities.” 
Certain whims and oddities of ‘“‘ The Old Lady of Hatton 
Garden ”’ may to Professor Share Jones appear unorthodox, 
but there are many of my fellow graduates who will share 
my gratitude for having benefitted by the sound teaching, 
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extensive knowledge, and ardour for his work of Noel 
Pillers. I am, Sir, Yours, ete., Tom Hare. 
Department of Pathology, 
Royal Veterinary College, 
London, N.W.1. 
July 23rd, 1929. 


One More Ethical Question. 
To THE Eprror or Tuk VETERINARY ReEcorD. 


Sir, I note with much interest in your issue of the 
13th July, that Professor Macqueen has propounded for 
the consideration of the Central Division, N.V.M.A., a 
series of questions having an ethical bearing, and I consider 
that the six queries which are to be discussed—-l trust 
soon—-by the Division, are of serious interest to all prac- 
titioners. May | add one more question to make up the 
mystic and biblical number seven :—‘* Is it desirable that 
members of the Royal College, when giving public lectures 
to farmers and other laymen, should give (a) the name of 
the specific drug advised for the cure of any particular 
animal disease ; (b) the dose of it; (c) the retail cost per 
dose in a particular form prepared for administration, and 
obtainable from any chemist ?” 

Yours faithfully, T. W. Hucguxs, M.R.C.V.S. 
Grosvenor Street, 
Mold. 
July 25th, 1929. 


Pregnancy Toxzmia in Ewes. 
To rue Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RecorpD. 


Sir,—-In the Veterinary Record of June 15th, just to 
hand, I notice the above trouble described by Prof. J. 
Russell Greig as occurring in the North of England and 
South of Scotland. 

We have had experience out here during the last few 
years of exactly the same thing in pregnant ewes, termed 
domziekte (stupid sickness). It was found that those 
farmers who gave a lick of bone meal and salt did not have 
the same losses, so this was tried as a dose. It has no 
curative effect, but as a preventive measure as soon as we 
find the trouble now we dose the flock—all ewes not lambed 

~with pure bone meal, a heaped teaspoonful every second 
or third day for three or four times, and find that it stops 
the deaths almost immediately. It would be interesting 
to know if bone meal would have the same effect at home. 

Yours faithfully, A. Marruzw. 
Bedford, C.P., 
South Africa. 
July 10th, 1929. 


A Holiday in Deauville. 
To tHe Epiror oF Tare VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir, —I have received a letter from Doctor Mathieu, a 
French veterinary surgeon, of 67 Rue-Victor Hugo, Deau- 
ville, France, asking if | can put him in touch with amember 
of the College who would like to spend a holiday in Deau- 
ville, so asto learn French, and who would be able to arrange, 
in return, for his son to live with an English veterinary 
family in order to improve his English. Verhaps some of 
your readers might care to get into touch with Doctor 
Mathieu on this matter. 

Yours faithfully, Frep. Secretary. 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 
July 26th, 1929. 
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